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Staff List

Westbourne School

as of April 2021

Educating Girls and Boys for Life

GOVERNORS
Mr S Hinchliffe
Mr A Eaton
Mr D Peters
Mr I Wileman
Ms S Whittaker
Mr G Day
Mr D Horner
Mrs J Leatherland
Mr M Schofield

Chairman. Local resident
Former parent, former pupil
Current Parent
Former Headmaster – Dore Primary
Marketing
Current Grandparent
Current Parent
Current Parent
Current Parent

Mrs A McKinna

Current Parent

Mr A Boyer

Assistant Head of School at Sheffield Inclusion

Mr A Lidster

Current Parent

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM
Headmaster
Head of Senior School
Head of Junior School
Assistant Head of Seniors – Academic
Assistant Head of Seniors –
Pastoral, Safeguarding, SENDCo
Deputy Head of Juniors
Bursar & Registrar
Director of Marketing & Admissions

PRE-SCHOOL
Deputy Leader
Teacher
Early Years Practitioner
Early Years Practitioner
Early Years Practitioner
JUNIOR SCHOOL
Reception –
Head of Early Years
Reception TA
Year 1

Year 1 TA
Year 2
Year 2 TA
Year 3
Year 3 TA
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 6
Forest School
Drama
Music
French
Design Tech.
Games & PE

SENDCo

Mr J B Hicks MEd, BEd (Hons)
Mr P Birbeck MA (Cantab) PGCE
Mr J Clark BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr P Bunton BA (Hons) PGCE
Mrs N Day BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr A Tedcastle BSc (Hons)
Mrs V Khan MBA FCMA
Ms A Bywater PGC in Mgmt Stu.
Cert in Admissions Mgmt

Miss R Hall EY Educator Level 3 TA
Miss L Sizer, BEd
Chloe Channer
Miss E Walsh BA (Hons) English
Mr S Watson HLTA Level 2

Mrs E Rees-Oxley BSc PGCE
Advanced Early Years
Miss M Moorhouse Level 3 TA
Mrs A Longley MA in Education, Primary
PGCE, BA (Hons) Art & Education, NPQML
J Vickers (Fridays) BA (Hons)
Mr B Bray BA (Performance for Stage
& Screen)
Mr M Hawker BA (Hons) PG DipEd MA
Mrs C Swift Foundation degree
in Early Years
Miss I Fay BA (Hons)
Miss N Hinchliffe BSc (Hons) PGCE
Mrs C Whitmore BEd (Hons)
Mrs J Paul BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr A Tedcastle BSc (Hons) PGCE
Mr R Lomax MA, BA (Hons), PGCE
Mrs K Moss BA (Hons)
Mr G Magenty BMus (Hons) PGCE
Mrs S Foster-Major B Ed (Hons)
Mr M Woodward MSc, BA (Hons), PGCE
Mme V Hinchliffe Maîtrise (Rennes)
Mrs D Loasby BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr N Elvidge Latham BSc (Hons) PGCE
Mrs L Mirfin BSc (Hons) PGCE
Miss V Pursehouse BSc (Hons) PGCE
Mrs K Lillywhite BA (Hons) PGCE

SENIOR SCHOOL
Art & Design
DT
Drama/Religion
English

Mr M Farn BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr C Bell BA (Hons) PGCE
Mrs N Rigby BA (Hons) PGCE
Miss C Smith BA (Hons) PGCE
Mrs Natalie Leyland MA, BA (Hons)
English/Film Studies
Mrs D Loane BA (Hons) PGCE
Food Technology
Mrs D Loasby BA (Hons) PGCE
French
Mrs V Hinchliffe Maîtrise (Rennes)
Modern Foreign Languages Mr S Roberts MA BA (Hons) PGCE
French
Mrs C George BA (Hons) PGCE
Geography
Mr I Davey BA (Hons) PGCE Post DIP
Geog/Games/Hist
Mr S Glover BSc (Hons)
Computer Studies
Miss K Baker 2 x MA, PGCE
Learning Support
Mrs N Day BA (Hons) PGCE
SENDCo (Y7 & Y8)
Mrs H Fagbohun BA (Hons) PGCE
Mathematics
Mr P Bunton BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr P Birbeck MA (Cantab) PGCE
Mr G Beckett Cert Ed
Mr C Allison MA (Oxon)
Mathematics/Games
Mr C Motley BEd
Maths/Games/PGCE
Mr J Jewitt BSc PGCE
Music
Mrs M Pritchett BA (Hons) PGCE
Mr A Collis BMus (Hons)
PE/Games
Mr N Elvidge-Latham BEd (Hons) PGCE
Mrs L Mirfin BSc (Hons) PGCE
Miss V Pursehouse BSc (Hons) PGCE
Games/PSHEE
Miss E Myhill BSc (Hons) QTS
Science (Biology)
Dr A Twitty PhD BSc (Hons) PGCE
Science (Physics)
Mr A Brown BSc (Hons) PGCE
Science (Chemistry)
Mrs N Staff BSc (Hons) QTS (maternity)
Science (Chemistry)
Mr E Beale (covering Mrs Staff maternity)
Science (Chemistry)
Mrs S Fairbank BSc (Hons) PGCE
Senior Teacher (Languages/ Mrs R Wilcox BA (Hons) PGCE
PSHE/Post 16)
MUSIC STAFF
Drums

Singing
Violin
Piano
Woodwind/Brass

Mr J Green – Recording Artist & Drum
Teacher
Mr C Walker Grad Diploma in light music
Mr K Walker Grad Diploma in light music
Miss G Walters BMus (Hons)
Ms C Burchell BA (Hons) CT ABRSM
Mr B Petty BA (Hons)
Mr B Winter ABRSM

SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs L Korgul
Mrs C Longmire
Mrs K Hales

ASC/Lunch time Support NVQ Level 3
HLTA, Dyslexia & Literacy Level 4
PG Dip Literacy & Dyslexia.

Guitar

TECHNICIANS / ADMINISTRATION / MAINTENANCE
Network Manager
Mr S Needham
Curriculum Support
Mr A Wraith
Junior School Secretary
Mrs J Kersley BA (Hons) Modern
Languages
Senior School Secretary
Mrs F Walker LCCI Private Sec Cert.
Admissions Assistant
PA to Headmaster

Mrs C Whitehead BA (Hons)
Business Studies
Mrs A Morton

Finance Assistant

Mr D Lawless

Groundsman

Mr N Lynch

Caretaker

Mr G Dodds
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Letter from the Headmaster

In the academic year 2020-2021,
Westbourne reaped the benefits
of its resilient approach as well
as continued investment in the
school’s future.
The return to school in September was
a welcome relief to the lockdown of the
previous four months. Children and staff
were excited to renew acquaintances
and re-establish friendships. Fortunately,
our small class sizes and the layout of our
school campus meant that class bubbles
were able to spread out with relative ease.
Despite a further lockdown, the school’s
resolve to maintain academic excellence
with a comprehensive online curriculum
for Junior and Senior School paid dividends
and pupils maintained steady progress with
their learning. We felt it was important to
keep subject specialist lessons such as
French, music, drama, PE and games in the
children’s timetable, to give them a breadth
of learning and scope to explore, create
and express themselves on a daily basis.
Different curriculum resources, outcomes
and challenges helped children to spend
time away from their screens to ensure a
healthy work-life balance.
Westbourne’s resilient approach didn’t go
unnoticed. Parents and pupils who had
struggled elsewhere during covid, saw
what we were doing and they liked it. As
a result, an unprecedented 60 new pupils
buoyed our numbers at the start of the
academic year and slotted straight into
the Westbourne Family. We finished the
year with 402 pupils on the school roll, an
all-time high and ahead of target for our
five-year plan.
Our GCSE pupils, in particular, deserve a
mention. Despite the upheaval and huge
changes in the way they were assessed,

their fortitude and ability to stick to the task
at hand shone through, rewarding them
with the excellent results they deserved,
with 80% gaining at least 5 GCSEs at grade
5 or above. Our head girls and boys and
six prefects made a wonderful contribution
showing great responsibility and leadership.
It was an honour to spend time with them
and see them develop as individuals.
Our plans to build three new classrooms
and a multi-purpose school hall on the
existing Junior School hall site picked
up momentum as the building work
recommenced. Staff and pupils enjoyed the
benefits of more space and facilities with
our brand new, £200K new Senior School
hall for Drama and Year 11 mock exams.
The new Garden Studio also became a
popular, tech-free place for learning and
well-being as well as the location for our
music and prize giving ceremonies.
Outdoor learning opportunities continued
to inspire our children’s education. Our
unique approach means that many of the
imaginative activities in Forest School are
now aligned with the curriculum. As a
school, we fundamentally believe in the
benefits that the great outdoors can bring
to our children for their education, health
and wellbeing. We continue to develop
the space and a wealth of activities for
pupils based around outdoor learning
and experience.
One important aspect of Westbourne life
that we missed was the host of events
normally in the school calendar - from
sporting fixtures to music performances,
concerts, trips, open days and fairs.
A number of events still took place
throughout the year, but far fewer than any
other year to date. Nevertheless, pupils
played their part as restrictions permitted,
and teachers found inventive ways to
keep them engaged when they couldn’t
come together in person. While this year’s
Westbournian will provide you with an
important record of the year, the absence
of our diversity of activities is noticeable. It
is the richness of our curricular and extracurricular activity that makes Westbourne
a special place to learn and grow as

individuals and we look forward to making
up for it in every area of our provision
moving forward.
I am immensely grateful to all our staff
for their professionalism and for going
the extra mile to keep our children safe,
happy and engaged. I also congratulate the
children for upholding the school values so
well during these challenging times.
I was delighted to welcome eight new
members of staff for each area of school.
These weren’t just to replace leaving staff
but also to extend our teaching team. I
believe that this is important for maintaining
the personalised learning experience
that makes Westbourne a nurturing and
supportive environment for our children as
the school grows.
We said farewell to a number of staff
during the year. These included Mr Beckett
who retired after more than 30 years of
service to Westbourne; Angela Bywater,
Director of Marketing and member of SMT
for 13 years, Mr Charlie Allison who had
taught maths to Senior School students
for 9 years and Jane Bamforth, Catering
Department for 23 years. These individuals
made a significant contribution to the
welfare and education of our pupils and
have been loyal members of staff whose
friendship will be missed by all colleagues.
I wish them the very best for the future.
Many thanks to our Governors for their
commitment and expertise year after
year, they make a huge difference to the
quality of our school. Also to our parents,
grandparents and friends - their support and
enthusiasm make the Westbourne Family
as vibrant as ever.
Once again, the year has demonstrated
that Westbourne’s staff and pupils live and
breathe the school’s values of excellence
and inclusion, respect and resilience.
Whatever the future holds, those four
words encapsulate everything about
Westbourne’s spirit of positivity and an
attitude that will help the school to thrive in
the years ahead.
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Update from Scott Hinchliffe, Chairman of the Board of Governors
A critical success factor of the school is
the support of our ongoing dedicated
Governing Board, who is made up of
volunteers, with specialist backgrounds.
Our Governors have professional
expertise in their area of specialism
who espouse the values and ethos
of the Westbourne way to drive
standards up by committing their own
time to engage with the whole school
community with regular attendance
at various committees. Their main
aim is to focus on the school values in
meeting the school’s vision of educating
and nurturing every child for life and
applying challenge and scrutiny
where appropriate.
Our Learning and Teaching Governors are
engaged in learning walks in Junior and
Senior School and other Governors attend
informal monitoring visits in specialist
areas such as finance, safeguarding and
marketing, that are essential for mutual
feedback. Our key committees are:
• Finance – budgeting and accountability
• Strategic – strategic reviews and
human resource management
• Learning and teaching – pupil progress
and attainment
• Safeguarding – safeguarding, policy
and regulation
• Health and safety – risk assessment,
policy and regulation
• Marketing and admissions – marketing
plan and admissions policy
• IT strategy and infrastructure –
IT resourcing and systems
As a direct result of the pandemic, our
Board of Governors have continued
to go beyond their directive practices
and call urgent extraordinary meetings
to respond to the COVID-19 challenge
where appropriate. This has necessitated
continual updating of risk assessments,
re-writing of policies, significant provision
for personal protection equipment, creating
channels for strategy development and
rapid communication. Supporting the
NHS and key workers has remained a

priority for us and we have communicated
regularly and consistently with parents
and carers outlining government guidance
and COVID-19 protocol to ensure a safe
environment and return from closure for
our pupils.
David Merrifield resigned from the
Board. He was on the school’s marketing
committee for five years and made
significant contributions to the marketing
and strategy committees. We would like
to thank David for his extensive impact and
significant contribution to the school over
the years and are sad to lose him. We have
since appointed Adrian Boyer (Learning and
Teaching), Ashley Lidster (Finance), Duncan
Horner (Marketing) and Susan Whittaker
(Marketing) who we warmly welcome to
the Board.
Eight teaching related resignations
occurred at the end of the academic year
across Junior and Senior Schools and a
replacement of these posts have been
successfully appointed. A number of
support staff have resigned also to move
onto other pastures. We are grateful to
Angela Bywater, Director of Marketing
and Admissions and member of SMT. She
spent 13 over ten years at Westbourne
successfully developing marketing and
admissions. In the interim, Lucy Harper
Communications has stepped in to act as
a Marketing Consultant.
We are on track to reinstate our exciting
state-of-the-art major capital programme
(three new classrooms and a multi-purpose
school hall) led by our Governor, Mr Glenn
Day. This programme of work began at
Easter and the current hall is due to be
demolished in the last week of July 2021.
The new building is due to be completed
in 2022. In the forthcoming academic
year (2021-22), in conjunction with the
University of Sheffield, we have assigned
temporary alternative accommodation on
Oakholme Road. Situated just 400 metres
away from the location of our current
Pre-school, this is for safety and to avoid
disruption to our Pre-School pupils.
Unfortunately due to the pandemic and
the heightened number of COVID cases,

another year of restrictions were imposed
by the Government in terms of formal
exams for key stage 4 pupils. However,
our pupils undertook mock exams and
our dedicated teaching staff rigorously
prepared GCSE assessments with
excellent academic results.
In line with Government guidance,
Westbourne will endeavour to continue to
provide opportunities in sport, music and
drama for all pupils as well as a number of
after-school activities and trips both in the
UK and overseas. For a school of our size
the exam results, sporting, musical and
dramatic achievements are exceptional, led
and inspired by our outstanding teaching
staff. Our teachers and support staff work
hard to support pupils to achieve their full
potential in all aspects of school life.
As we come to the end of this academic
year, as a Board, we must recognise and
thank all our staff for their energy, agility
and resilience throughout the pandemic
and for working together tirelessly
to continue to progress and advance
the school.
We especially want to thank our wonderful
children, parents and members of the
community that have made our school so
special and vibrant with their continued
optimism and support. The school’s
success is very much down to a team
effort, and we would like to recognise
the work of all those who make it happen
every year - governors, teachers, support
staff and volunteers.
We wish the very best to our Year 11
pupils who we say goodbye to. We
will deeply miss them and wish them
excellence and success in the next stages
of their life and future education.
Our main focus is to work together as a
community to overcome the challenges
presented by the pandemic in the year
to come and achieve some normality in
supporting our pupils with aspirational
educational outcomes and excellent health
and well-being.
D S Hinchliffe,
Chairman of Governors
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What makes
Westbourne
School
stand out?
The last academic year has proven
the resilience of Westbourne School
in a number of ways. Experience tells
us that the right values, approach
and environment are as important as
academic rigour. Here’s what makes
Westbourne School stand out so that
our children can thrive and grow, each
in their own way.
1. Academic excellence and enrichment
- we develop each child’s potential
Our curriculum affords pupils choice and
flexibility including 17 GCSE options. We
build the timetable and staff provision
around pupils’ choices and know of
no other school that offers such an
individualised approach to learning and
academic progress.
We stretch our more able pupils (MAPs) by
having sets in all core subjects and regular
additional opportunities, extra lessons
and outings to advance their learning
and skills in specific core subjects. Every
Child Matters is another important theme
at Westbourne and we have a strong
Learning Support Team that nurtures and
supports pupils who need extra help.
We offer an extracurricular enrichment
programme with a vast range of activities,
trips abroad and special events for modern
foreign languages, art, music, skiing, sport
and adventure. These showcase creativity
in music and the arts and prowess in
sport, with inclusivity and opportunity for
everyone at the heart of our approach.
2. The Westbourne Way - we bring the
best out of our children
At Westbourne, we educate and nurture
children for life. We are a thriving
community where children are free to
express their ideas, explore, be creative,
learn and follow their passions in a safe
and happy environment, in and outside
the classroom.
The Westbourne Journey involves five
foundations that all pupils focus on
alongside their studies: effort, activities,
citizenship, community service and a
contribution to events. Involvement is

www.westbourneschool.co.uk

recorded and rewarded to encourage each
child’s full participation in school life with all
the benefits of our 360-degree approach to
learning and enrichment.
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unrivalled staff-to-pupil ratio, our teachers
are able to support each pupil’s learning
through excellent and tailored pastoral care.

We foster a spirit of competitiveness and
we have traditional values of excellence,
inclusion, respect and resilience. At our
events, open days and school trips, you
can be sure that our children will greet you
politely, hold open a door and always act as
ambassadors for our school.

It’s not just teachers and pupils that make
up our family. We have a host of loyal
supporters including parents, grandparents
and alumni who give specialist talks
and visits. Friends of Westbourne are a
committed group of parents who raise
additional funds for the school and we have
a vibrant staff and parent choir.

3. Growth and expansion - we’re here
to stay

6. A
 real-world experience - we’re wellconnected to the city

Westbourne’s story is one of success and
expansion to cater for demand for places
and year-on-year growth. Careful fiscal
control has ensured a robust model and a
bright future for your children.

We forge strong relationships with
Sheffield giving access to its leading
universities, teaching hospitals and major
venues for sport and music.

As the school’s reputation continues to
grow, so do its facilities and offering. In
just over five years, we have opened and
expanded a new Pre-School. We have
bought and refurbished a new building,
Westbourne Place, to create six new
classrooms and two departments in food
technology and drama. We have a new
Senior School hall and Garden Studio. We
have embarked on a major development
for Junior School with a two-storey building
comprising a hall, gymnasium and three
classrooms to replace the existing hall.
Families travel some distance from across
Sheffield and the Peak District so that their
children can be part of something vibrant
and special at Westbourne School.
4. Our inclusive approach - we offer
choice and opportunity
We have been championing co-education
in Sheffield for over 30 years and are
the only non-selective, co-educational
independent school in Sheffield offering
first-class education to children from the
age of three to 16.
We embrace the diversity and individuality
of today’s children. Children are not
selected on academic ability yet we still
enjoy a strong tradition of excellence
in education and offer academic, sport,
music, performing arts and drama
scholarships to children from diverse
backgrounds. We are also culturally diverse
and non-denominational with over 23
different languages spoken at our school.
5. The Westbourne Family - we care
about each child
When you join Westbourne, you join a
family. We are big enough to cater for
diverse interests and abilities, yet we are
small enough to care for each child.
The single biggest contributory factor to
achievement at Westbourne is the fact
that we have small class sizes (average
14.6 across the school) which enable
individualised learning. Thanks to our

We hold music and theatre performances
at iconic venues around the city. We invite
doctors, scientists, business owners and
university speakers to share their passion
and knowledge at guest talks and events.
Pupils are also expected to gain valuable
work experience in the city to help them
on their way into the world of work.
We have strong links with some of the
region’s top sporting venues where all
our children have the chance to play their
part, including the English Institute of
Sport (EIS), Ice Sheffield, Goodwin Sports
Centre, Sheffield Hallam University and
Ponds Forge.
7. O
 ur outdoor approach - we recognise
the power of nature for wellbeing
We believe that the great outdoors is
vital for our children’s health, wellbeing
and happiness. Sheffield is known as the
outdoor city and we make the most of our
location in leafy Broomhill, on the edge
of the Peak District, to provide a range of
innovative outdoor learning initiatives.
These include Forest School in The Dell,
a historic site which has been awarded
the Wildlife Trust’s Wild School Award in
recognition of our innovative educational
approach to outdoor play and learning.
Our pupils enchant audiences with regular
music and theatre performances in our
outdoor theatre; senior pupils have a
dedicated outdoor space where they can
take a break. Our new Garden Studio is
used for learning outdoors and we have
an outside learning classroom for cookery
to support the school’s Food Technology
Department.
Similarly, we make use of the Peak District
itself, the stunning national park on our
doorstep with regular trips, activities
and challenges such as The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award.
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£3m Junior School expansion project underway
In May, work began on our Junior School expansion, a major
£3 million redevelopment project.
Reflecting the school’s sustained growth in recent years, the
project saw the start of construction of our highly anticipated
plans including a large, two-storey hall, gymnasium and
three classrooms.
Also en route are new changing rooms, main entrance and
glass-fronted reception, as well as office space, toilets, circulation
space, a covered playground and internal improvements to the
existing buildings.
One of the main features of the project is a new early years
learning classroom and enhanced facilities that will provide a free
flow between the indoor and outdoor play areas.
The building replaces the existing Junior School hall, with new
access from Ashdell Road, meaning the new facilities will also be
more suitable for private hire.

Road safety letters from
pupils to parents
Road safety is a priority when dropping off our children.
However, a rise in people parking on double yellow lines
outside the school resulted in photos being shared on
social media with Westbourne tagged in.
Fortunately our Year 1 to Year 6 pupils came to the rescue,
writing handwritten open letters with pictures to parents and
carers regarding safe driving and parking at our drop off and
pick up points. The most effective letters were selected and our
children were filmed in the locations reading the letters out.
In popular Broomhill finding somewhere to park is never easy.
We ask parents to use the allocated spaces and if you get to
school in good time, you’ll be able to find a parking spot. Please
keep our children safe on our roads.

Situated at the heart of Broomhill, careful and thoughtful design
has created a space that sits comfortably within the existing
site and is also sympathetic to our acclaimed Forest School
learning space.
Mr Hicks, Headmaster explained:
“With 390 pupils ranging from Pre-School age to Year 11,
and more than 50 members of staff, we’re delighted that
construction is now underway to accommodate our growing
numbers. We are receiving record numbers of enquiries from
families both in Sheffield and the Peak District. This new
development will make Westbourne even more attractive,
giving us the space to develop our central policy of small
classes and personalised support for every pupil.”
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Giving back to Westbourne

New Garden
Studio opens
its doors for
wellbeing

The Westbourne Family means that building strong relationships between the
school and its pupils is important. Over the last few years we’ve welcomed the
return of three old Westbournians who have joined our staff team. Here’s their
story of coming back, full-circle to Westbourne.
Eleanor Cunningham
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Practitioner
I first joined Westbourne in Year 3 in April 2007 when Mrs
Fenn was the Headmistress and Mr Clark was Deputy Head.
I had struggled academically and it took me a while to adapt
to Westbourne. However, the support from teachers gave
me confidence.
Throughout my education at Westbourne, they encouraged me
to achieve things that I had never thought of doing. For example,
I ended up being the youngest PADI scuba diver in the school. I
remember a photo being taken of me hugging a tree. A simple thing
like this showed how happy I was at Westbourne.
I left the school in July 2016 having gained life skills that have
stood me in good stead. I went on to study early years education
with a view to going into teaching. Now I thoroughly enjoy helping
Westbourne’s young children to adapt to their school life.
Chloe Channer
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Practitioner
I joined Westbourne in 2002 in Year 1. When I first started as a shy
5 year old, I didn’t have any confidence at all. However, I remember
clearly how my teachers at Westbourne encouraged me to try new
experiences and excel in ways I never thought I could.
My passion has always been for sport, whether that’s playing on
the field or court, and Westbourne gave me several opportunities
to make the most of my love of games. I was netball and football
Captain for a number of years and received a sports scholarship in
Year 7.
When I returned to Westbourne, I was welcomed back by familiar
faces and it felt like I had never left. As part of the EYFS team, my
aim has been to encourage children to enjoy their time at school and
excel wherever their talents and passions lie, just like I did all those
years ago. I’ve helped to run the breakfast club and organised Junior
School football clubs as well as helping out in the PE department. I
now bid a fond farewell to Westbourne as I move on to become a
PE teacher in a primary school in Rotherham.
Natalie Hinchliffe
Teaching Assistant and PE Teacher
I joined Westbourne in Year 5 and stayed till Westbourne’s final
Year 11. I was given many opportunities across the curriculum and
thoroughly enjoyed my school years, especially PE and games.
I was delighted to be chosen as captain every year for the girl’s
hockey team.
I always knew that I wanted to do my teaching qualifications.
This was mainly due to the fact that I was so well supported by
my Westbourne teachers and I wanted to give the same back to
pupils that I teach.
Following my degree in equine sports management and coaching,
in 2015, I decided that I wanted to complete my Qualified Teacher
Status (QTS). I always had in mind that I would enjoy doing this at
Westbourne. From this, I have continued to work at the school as a
part-time teaching assistant and PE teacher. I absolutely love my job,
teaching the children and being a part of the Westbourne Family.
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November saw the official opening
of our Garden Studio. The outdoor
structure is being used as a
wellbeing space as well as for
one-to-one lessons, presentations
and performance.
Mr and Mrs Taylor of Solarframe
near Rotherham kindly donated the
structure to Westbourne and they
attended the occasion to officially
open the studio.
A big thank you was also extended
to Governor, Mr Glenn Day for being
the driving force behind this project,
personally constructing it and for
galvanising Westbourne parents to
support the project. He presented
Mr Taylor with a model of a 1960’s
RS 2.7 Porsche 911, made by his own
fair hand, which took over 100 hours
to complete.
We were delighted with our wonderful
new Garden Studio, which has been
used as the location for Prize Giving
and music ceremonies.
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Our Head Boys and Girls reflection of their Westbourne Journey
James Billingham, Head Boy
My Westbourne journey began in Year 4
as a shy but conscientious pupil. In my
previous school I developed a fear of
seeking help from teachers, and always
felt like I didn’t fit in. However, within
a few weeks at Westbourne, these
worries were quickly eradicated as I was
welcomed into the school by teachers
and friends, and thanks to the small
class sizes, my confidence in lessons
grew rapidly. My new-found self-belief
flowed into other areas of school life,
resulting in several group and solo musical
performances over the years.
My teachers at Westbourne have always
made an effort to get to know me and
understand my strengths and skills,
offering extra-curricular opportunities that
I hope to continue with in the future. I’ve
been invited to design programmes for the
school’s annual drama productions, and to
film performances of younger pupils during
the pandemic, which have developed
my skills in film production. Additionally,
I was invited to edit and produce a new
termly sporting newsletter in Year 8, which
enabled me to develop communication
skills, as well as gain experience in editing
and journalism.
Before Westbourne, I wasn’t very
interested in sport, however the school’s
inclusive ethos has meant that I’ve been
encouraged to try everything that was
offered, varying from tennis to sailing.
Although my sporting abilities are limited,
I’ve never felt isolated or unvalued, which
has allowed me to adopt a positive attitude
towards sport and everyday activities. I
could never have imagined being awarded
Head Boy when I first arrived seven
years ago. The self-confidence instilled
in me by the supportive teachers over

the years has been invaluable and proved
that by working hard and grasping the
opportunities offered, you can succeed.
Chloe Roper, Head Girl
I started my Westbourne Journey in Year
7 with optimism. One of the first things I
noticed was the welcoming atmosphere,
not only from my fellow peers, but also
from the teachers. Due to the small class
sizes, I feel as though my teachers were
able to get to know me, which has greatly
boosted my learning and confidence.
As a result of their belief in my abilities, I
was given the opportunity to take part in
school productions with major roles such
as Brooke Wyndham in Legally Blonde.
Another opportunity that has meant a lot
to me was being awarded netball captain
in Year 9. It reassured me that I could do
well in more than one aspect of my school
life. I have lots of fabulous memories from
Westbourne such as the trip to Cantabria,
Spain in 2018.
The most amazing opportunity that
Westbourne has given me was being
awarded Head Girl; five years ago I would
have never imagined that I would be
considered for a senior role in the school
community. The role has given me a level
of confidence I never knew I had; it’s
helped me to do things such as apply for a
job, which will help with my future career.
I’m grateful for the unflinching support
from teachers and other staff and will
never forget my Westbourne Journey.
Rosie Molyneux, Deputy Head Girl
My first experience of Westbourne began
at the age of three, when my brother and
sister joined Junior School. As a toddler,
I often came to Breakfast Club, meeting
students and staff, and made early
friendships that last to this day. It made

me feel that I was part of a wider family
right from the start.
I felt welcome with the friendly
atmosphere and made the most of the
opportunities offered to me. I learned to
play hockey, netball and rounders and
discovered that I loved being part of a
team. I also found my true passions music and drama.
I benefited from an inspiring musical
education in school and really found my
voice. I started to sing in choir before
taking singing lessons, in addition to flute
and piano. Within the school’s nurturing
environment I gained a music and
academic scholarship for Senior School.
The Music Department has supported
me throughout my Westbourne Journey,
giving me the chance to take part in
wonderful musicals including lead roles
in Legally Blonde and West Side Story,
culminating in winning the Drama Cup.
In my final year, I found myself as part of
a team once again, but this time taking
a leadership role when I became Deputy
Head Girl. Alongside this, I have taken
the opportunity to take part in public
performances at the Leadmill, Yellow
Arches and The Cathedral. With such a
boost to my confidence, I have applied my
musical skills outside school by singing as
part of a backing choir for a professional
band. Thanks to the school’s nurturing
environment I have since been awarded a
place at a performing arts school to study
commercial music alongside my A-Levels.
Westbourne’s community has allowed
me to achieve more than academic
excellence. I have learnt essential life
skills which are transferable beyond my
performances and will directly benefit my
whole career.
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Introducing Westbourne’s new head prefects

The next step in your
child’s education

Every year, Westbourne staff appoint a
head boy, head girl and two deputies.
Our pupil leaders were selected from
10 new prefects. The competition for
the sought-after positions is always
fierce and the standard of pupils
was exceedingly high with so many
responsible individuals to choose from.
However, only four pupils could take
on the posts and staff were thrilled

to announce the new members of
our head pupils team. The following
exemplary pupils took the titles for the
academic year 2020-2021:
•H
 ead Girl – Esme Naylor
•D
 eputy Head Girl – Grace Brown
•H
 ead Boy – George Wood
•D
 eputy Head Boy – Calum Horner

When parents take on the crucial task
of choosing a secondary school with
their child, one of their main concerns
is often around where they’ll continue
their education after GCSEs. At
Westbourne, pupils are guided towards
the right path at this crucial point in
their lives. Over the course of the last
academic year, the staff have proved
once again that they can help pupils
make the right choice.
Former Westbournians who applied to
state school sixth forms were all offered
places at their first choice. These were
on the condition that they each achieved
their predicted GCSE exam results.
Those who applied for apprenticeships,
colleges and other schools, were
also successful. In fact, many of our
pupils will be continuing their school
experience at the following institutes:

Celebrating GCSE success
After another disrupted year,
Year 11 students at Westbourne
received their GCSE results at the
end of a careful process of internal
assessment by their teachers. With
the cancellation of the usual external
exams, staff were tasked with
evidencing grades for students and
engaged in a structured programme
over several weeks in the summer
term to achieve this.
All of our students showed remarkable
resilience and determination to
succeed when faced with this new and

unexpected set of potentially stressful
challenges. Further, their teachers
worked incredibly hard to ensure that
they gained the grades they deserved
in order to move on to the next stage of
their education.
We were proud of all our students’
achievements during the year: 80%
gained at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or
above and a third of all students gained
at least one A* grade (grade 8 or 9). We
wish them every success in their future
endeavours and will always be happy to
hear from them as Old Westbournians.

• Askham Bryan College
• Derby College
• King Ecgbert School
• King Edward VII School
• High Storrs School
• Penistone Grammar School
• The White Rose School of Beauty
• Notre Dame High School
• The Sheffield College
• Silverdale School
• Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School
• Tapton School
• All Saints’ Catholic High School
• Chesterfield FC
• UTC Sheffield
• Birkdale School
• City of London School
• Tring School
• Hill House School
• Rossall School

9
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A spotlight on
scholarships
In order to win an academic
scholarship, pupils have to attain
the highest marks in all three
categories of CATs (Cognitive
Ability Tests), English and maths.

A special Year 11 leavers celebrations
In June we held our first ever Leavers’
Week for Year 11 pupils. This featured
a vibrant series of well-earned outings
and enrichment workshops in school
as well as a celebration assembly,
presentations, speeches and party in
the Dell.
This cohort of Year 11s had shown huge
resilience and determination over the
previous two years. They moved to online
learning in March 2020, achieving more and
engaging better than any of us could have
imagined possible. All this despite further
periods of isolation and another lockdown
that interrupted the following two terms.
When back in school they took advantage
of the face-to-face teaching, sport, extra
classes and, importantly, their only
opportunity to socialise. Sending them off
without any kind of celebration was not an
option after such an exemplary year.

sang his solo farewell song - the very
same song he sang when he left Junior
School in Year 6.
The day ended with pizza, music and
shirt signing in The Dell with Mr Magenty
roasting marshmallows on the campfire.
It was a joy to see our Year 11s enjoying
themselves in parts of the school that they
hadn’t been able to use much over the last
couple of years but where many happy
memories had been formed.
Mr Hicks, Headmaster said:
“We hope that our Year 11 pupils will take
on the next phase of their education using
the values we have instilled in them. We
wish them well as they move to pastures
new and want them to remember that the
door to Westbourne will always be open
to them.”

During a celebration assembly pupils shared
photos from as far back as reception. There
were countless shout-outs from proud
teachers and then a celebration was held at
the back of Westbourne Place with awards
and speeches.
It’s fair to say that staff had a special
relationship with these children and the
box of tissues was required as several
tears were shed when James Billingham

“We love Westbourne so much! It’s the best place for your child to
grow and be themself. Everyone is very experienced and caters for
the needs of the learner - a truly person-centered approach.”
Westbourne parent

Sports scholarships involve a range
of practical tests including fitness,
speed, attitude, coordination,
strength, power and agility. They are
also assessed in team sports that
they are not always familiar with.
Also their portfolios highlight other
skills and talents and sometimes
include videos of their performance.
Performing arts, drama and music
follow similar lines where pupils
are asked to perform certain pieces
which demonstrate their skills,
talent and creativity.
Music requires an analysis of
performance, theory, aural skills
and sight reading. Drama requires
pupils to give a monologue about
themselves, act to a script and also
engage in improvisations.
It’s not necessary to win a
scholarship to be granted a place
in our Senior School or to get a
place in the Year 7 scholarship
class, where the highest achievers
will work together across the
curriculum. It is also possible for
children to be placed in our top
sets for English, maths or science
without being in the scholarship
class for all subjects.

10
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Annual scholarship examinations
In March, Year 6 pupils from
Westbourne and elsewhere tried out for
these prestigious scholarship awards
and the standards from some of the top
pupils in Sheffield were outstanding.

the leader board when it came to the
results. A total of 25 candidates took part,
approximately 50% from other Junior
Schools. The fortunate ones who were
awarded scholarships are:

Only a few of these aspirational pupils
were awarded scholarships but we
congratulated all of them for stepping up
to the challenge and giving their best in a
very competitive arena.

• Daniella

Arnold - academic and music

Our own internal candidates were a credit
to Westbourne’s Junior School and made
an excellent impression among Senior
School staff. Indeed, they dominated

• Advait

Shastry - academic
• Angel

Dusauzay - performing arts
• Luke

Hoyland - sports (Luke is
actually in Year 10 and received
the scholarship for his ongoing
achievements in tennis)

Forest school brings classroom learning to life
During the year, outdoor learning in Forest School continued
as a way to complement learning in the classroom. Our
unique outdoor approach saw children flourish, not only
academically, but also socially, physically and mentally.

For example, Year 4 children enjoyed
science lessons about the states of matter
by learning how to light a campfire safely,
which was then used to transform ice into
steam. In Year 5 they explored their river
topic by building their own model of a
mountain and then seeing what happened
when they used water to simulate rain.
Year 6 enjoyed learning about the Victorians
from the point of view of Westbourne’s
buildings and our historic gardens as well as
by making their own mazes.

Modifications were made to the area
around Forest School. Raised beds were
created then filled with potatoes planted
by pre-school and Year 1 children, which
they harvested before the summer break
and used in a multitude of ways including
printing, baking and rolling.
A new potions lab meant that children
could use imaginative messy play for
concocting various elixirs made from the
natural materials around them, and in
the process, learn about their properties,

colour and textures. Willow beds were
planted with the intention of using them
to weave the following year. In doing so,
pupils learnt about managing the water
problem in the area while also connecting
with the natural world around them.
Exciting plans for the future include a
pond at the side of the coach house and
an interlinking passageway to give Forest
School its own entrance as well as a new
toilet facility in The Dell, kindly facilitated
by Mr Day and the Friends of Westbourne.
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Sophie’s locks give
cancer charity a
major boost

Charities round up
Our pupils, teachers and parents
make a huge effort to raise money for
selected local and national charities.
Here are just some of the ways they
rallied round for some deserving causes
throughout the year:
• For the Harvest Festival they set
up an online JustGiving page for
people to send in donations. The
money raised went to The Salvation
Army to buy food supplies for their
food bank.
• In November, the school supported
Children in Need. Every child who
came to school in non uniform
donated £2 to the charity and in
return they received a Children in
Need wristband.

•A
 t Easter donations from the egg
decorating competition helped to
raise money for the mental health
charity, Sheffield Mind.
•T
 o celebrate the launch of our
chosen charity of the year, Senior
School had their customary Soakthe-Teacher Day, where pupils
threw wet sponges at their teacher
victims. The Snowdrop Project,
the city’s anti-trafficking charity
had been selected and the event
certainly made a splash.
•C
 ontributions from the European
Championship 2021 football
sweepstake were also donated to
the Snowdrop Project.

Westbourne’s charity efforts 2020-21
Treasure Hunt:
£12.00
Comic Relief/Red Nose Day/Uniform: £791.53
Soak-a-Teacher:
£52.62
Princess Trust:
£117.65
Sheffield Mind:
£33.00
Readathon:
£88.85
Children in Need:
£528.68
The Snowdrop Project:
£60.00

Total raised during the year:
£1,454.06

“We have really appreciated your adaptability and success with
the online learning and the quality of your classroom learning
also. My son has really enjoyed his time with you.”
Year 4 parent

Having a radical haircut can seem like
a big deal at the best of times, but for
Sophie Dickinson, Year 10 she also
knew that she could do something
special by cutting her lovely long locks.
Sophie donated her beautiful hair to
The Little Princess Trust, the charity
that provides real hair wigs, free of
charge, to children and young people
who have lost their own hair through
cancer treatment.
Friends and fellow pupils at Westbourne
supported her with competitions to raise
further funds for this wonderful charity.
In Pre-School and Junior School, pupils
made cress heads and brought them
into school for a haircut, with the most
creative cress head winning a prize. In
Senior School, pupils were able to enter a
competition to design a creative hairstyle
during form time.
Sophie explained:
“I was afraid to lose something I believed
gave me value, but I know now that
hair never defined me. The thought of
it benefiting somebody else made me
realise it was the right thing to do and I’ve
had incredible support at school. Now
somebody else will have the chance to
enjoy something that is taken for granted,
and I can try rocking a shorter look!”
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Staff comings and
goings 2020-2021

into his retirement. Mr Hicks, Headmaster
recalls a couple of examples of the
positive impact he’s had on pupils’ lives:

Welcome
Laura Brittle - Secretary,
Junior School
Brittany Northcott - Pre-School
Cordelia King - Reception
and Junior School
Emily Vaughan - Year 1,
Junior School
Beth Purdom - Year 2, Junior School
Amelia Wright - Year 3,
Junior School
Max Binns - Maths, Senior School

Thank you Mr Beckett!
Mr Beckett aka Sir Geoff, Senior School’s
inspirational maths teacher, was with us
for 33 2/3 years and it is difficult to put
into words how much he has brought
to Westbourne. When he first joined
Westbourne, it was still a boys’ boarding
school with a common entrance exam and
he taught PE as well as maths. Sir Geoff
did our first school play, Oliver, in 1989 and
this continued for 15 years. He has been
in our school band ever since and we are
delighted that he will continue to do so

13

“One pupil really struggled at her previous
school and had been written off with
maths at the age of 10, she hated it and
could not do it! Until...Sir Geoff taught and
supported her in his jovial manner to the
point where she began to enjoy Maths,
looked forward to maths lessons and
eventually went on to pass her GCSE.
“A second pupil, who was very academic,
but struggled socially at the time, was
introduced by Sir Geoff to playing the
guitar. Through his love and enthusiasm
for music, Sir Geoff started up a Music
Club at lunchtime just for this one pupil
who then went on to become quite a
rockstar with a significant following! His
success continued when the pupil moved
on to university and achieved all that he
wanted since leaving Westbourne.”

Louise Luck - French, Senior School
Marie Bisby - Science, Senior School
Helen Fagbohun - Psychotherapy

Farewell
Angela Bywater - Director of
Marketing and Admissions
Milan Moorhouse - Pre-School
Chloe Channer - Pre-School
Izzy Fay - Year 3, Junior School
Kerry Moss - Year 6 Form Tutor and
Art Coordinator, Junior School
Geoff Beckett - Maths, Senior School
Charlie Allison - Maths,
Senior School
Elton Beale - Chemistry and Year 9
Form Tutor, Senior School
Carolyn George - French,
Senior School
Jane Bamforth - Catering
Department

Thank you Mrs Bywater!
Mrs Bywater came to Westbourne
13 years ago, originally as Marketing
Manager, a role that expanded as she
became Director of Marketing and
Admissions, developing a programme
for expanding admissions. She also
contributed positively to the Senior
Management Team (SMT).
She rebranded the school giving a
significant boost to Westbourne’s
reputation and contributing to an increase
in enquiries. She was instrumental in
setting up our now thriving Pre-School
in 2013 and implementing the Westie
mascot that has become synonymous
with the department. Mrs Bywater forged
important links with the community to
raise the school’s profile externally and
promote awareness of all the wealth of
activities at Westbourne. This has included
establishing the school’s contribution to
the Broomhill Festival, moving Prize Giving
to the University of Sheffield’s Octagon
and taking our Christmas concerts to
iconic cathedral venues in the city.
Mrs Bywater was the go-to person
for many parents, staff and pupils.
She launched the Broomhill Business

Networking Group and was part of many
Westbourne social events. She leaves the
school seeing a new era of expansion with
more pupils on board than ever before. Mr
Hicks, Headmaster said:
“Angela joined us 13 years ago when
Westbourne was a very different school
in terms of its branding and reputation.
This has been largely due to Angela’s
efforts in marketing. An important
example which Angela promoted has
been The Times Report which stated that
‘Westbourne is the top school in Sheffield
and 7th nationwide’. It’s a phrase that has
justifiably remained and will be around for
a long time. She has been a great team
player and worked hard to support our
staff, parents and pupils and has always
cherished our Westbourne values. She’ll
be a hard act to follow!”

Thank you Mrs Bamforth!
Mrs Bamforth has been one of our
catering staff for 23 years, which means
she has served up over one million
school dinners.

Mr Hicks, Headmaster said: “A big thank
you to Mrs Bamforth for her dedication
to the school and for making sure our
children were well-catered for every day
of the school year.”
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Welcome to Senior School
a step ahead. Pupils have a great deal
of extra support when they need it the
most. The classes include a lively learning
atmosphere with teachers who have
passion and skill in their given area.
The aim is to stretch and stimulate
pupils’ minds.

The role of Senior School is to help
pupils identify their talents and achieve
excellence both inside and outside the
classroom. While attending, pupils
have every opportunity to find out
what they want to do in their lives,
while also receiving encouragement
to become considerate, engaging and
successful individuals.

We have small class sizes, which allow
teachers to truly get to know their pupils.
It is a supportive environment which
promotes confidence and a positive
self-image to enable pupils to reach
their full potential.
By offering an individualised way of
learning, Westbourne Senior School is

A broad and balanced curriculum provides
pupils with the perfect foundation ahead
of their GCSE options. Core subjects are
compulsory at this level for all pupils,
including English (language and literature
– double award), science (physics,
chemistry and biology – triple award) and
mathematics.
Of the 13 possible subjects remaining,
most pupils will study four subjects. more
able pupils (MAPs) can pursue further
interests, which this year resulted in some
of the cohort taking 10 or more GCSEs.

A word from Mr Birbeck, Head of Senior School
Senior School saw yet another
challenging year of change and our
staff, pupils and parents showed
remarkable resilience and flexibility
in dealing with remote learning and
working in a COVID-safe environment.
Returning to face-to-face learning in
September was a huge relief for all pupils,
even though they were constrained by
year group bubbles to keep them in their
own areas of the school with teachers
coming to their classrooms to teach
them. We gained numerous new pupils
throughout the year, a good number
starting their Westbourne Journeys as
remote learners, and only meeting their
new teachers and classmates after many
weeks as Westbournians!
Pupils settled quickly into new routines
and were excited by the imminent
completion of our new Senior School hall
and classroom space outside Ashdell
Grove. It was ready just in time for Year
11 to complete their GCSE mock exams
before Christmas, when they still believed
GCSE exams might be on the cards in
the summer.
This was not to be and the return to school
after Christmas saw the realisation that

GCSE grades would be determined by
teachers for Year 11 pupils. It also saw
the repurposing of our lovely new hall into
a COVID testing centre so that we could
test all pupils regularly to keep them safely
in school. This was managed incredibly
efficiently by a team of parent volunteers
alongside our office staff and all seemed
calm until we were locked down and
reverted to remote learning once again.
By this time, Google Classroom and
all our other online learning solutions
were working together as a well-oiled
machine, and we could keep track of all
pupils’ progress weekly as we crossed
our fingers and hoped for a return to
normality. When this finally came, just
before Easter, it was all hands to the
pump to make sure we were ready to
assess Year 11 for their GCSE grades and
to make sure they were prepared.
The summer term brought with it a new
sense of energy and renewal - the windows
were still open, but we didn’t need to keep
our coats on all day just to learn in comfort.
We were able to open more specialist
teaching rooms such as the science labs
while the Departments of Sport, Music and
Performance gradually restarted.

Our Year 11s achieved excellent GCSE
results after a final year none of them
expected. We are looking forward to the
next school year with the prospect of
sports fixtures, a whole school musical
production of The Addams Family and
maybe even GCSE exams for the new
Year 11.
I personally wish to thank all our teachers
and support staff for their professionalism
and flexibility during these trying times, as
well as pupils and parents. May 2022 bring
us new horizons - as well as a new Whole
School hall!
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This year in English

In spite of lockdown and remote
learning, the English Department
provided students with a range of
extra curricular literacy activities
throughout the year.
The Year 7 and 8 Book Group and Year 9 to
11 more able pupils (MAPs) Book Group
both met during each half term, either
virtually or in The Dell. These sessions
gave students a valuable opportunity to
discuss a wealth of literature with pupils
from other year groups in a friendly and
supportive setting.

Mrs Loane launched her very successful
Murder Mystery Lunch Club with
members writing, reading and sharing
crime stories. Students in Years 7 and 8
also signed up for Readathon at the start
of the summer term, a sponsored reading
challenge which aimed to raise money
for children’s charities while encouraging
pupils to read more.
In March, students in key stage 3 were
set a number of challenges as part of
Westbourne’s celebration of World Book
Day. As pupils were studying from home

at the time due to lockdown, this was a
slightly tricky task. Nevertheless, students
rose to the challenge devising inventive
ways to share a story with friends and
families, as per the theme. Several
students set up a reading den and read
to parents, siblings and even their pets!
Pupils also sent in snapshots or “shelfies”
of their favourite books to show teachers
what they had been reading.

Westbourne creates a new
generation of super sleuths
A disappearance and a string of clues
that point to mystery, intrigue and
murder most foul. You could send
for Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot
or... you could call in the Westbourne
School Murder Mystery Club.
The popular lunchtime activity saw pupils
take on a detective role, interview potential
suspects and persons of interest, sift the
evidence and finally name the villain - all
the while backing up their conclusions
with the sharp nose of a sniffer dog.

Charlotte Smith, Head of Senior
School English said:
“Everybody loves a rip-roaring who
dunnit, but there is also a serious
side to the club. Our sleuths drew
on skills that they had learnt in
science classes. There were also
valuable lessons in deduction,
understanding evidence and
listening to complex issues. As
Hercule Poirot himself would say,
it’s about making the most of the
little grey cells.”

“We wanted to let you know how much we appreciate you having my daughter
at the best school in Sheffield. The teachers have been wonderful and she has
had the best time and has totally loved coming to school. We can’t thank you
enough for playing such a big part in her educational journey.”
Year 11 parent
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The Westbourne Word

2020 saw the launch of Westbourne’s
new student-led magazine, The
Westbourne Word.
The Year 9 team worked hard throughout
the academic year to produce a highly
professional publication every half term,
packed full of articles, reviews and quizzes.
Their insightful editorials examined many
of the burning and topical issues: climate
change, the gender pay gap, veganism,
and the impact of lockdown. The magazine
was positively received by students across
the school and formed the basis of many
tutor-time discussions.

A night of adventure
on Survival Island

In preparation for an intrepid night
of survival, Year 9s spent a day rock
climbing, abseiling, orienteering and
looking at the shelters that the team
could make on the island. The annual
trip to Ridgway Adventure provided a
chance for pupils to put their teamwork
and survival skills to the test in the
wilds of northwest Scotland.

Working together they spent the night
under the stars on an uninhabited island,
with meagre supplies and without adult
intervention. They had to build shelters
from old yacht sails, cook on an open fire,
forage and cook wild foods. The aim was
to give them the opportunity to make
decisions and judgments for themselves,
in a real survival environment for which
they had been preparing.

Across the water, teachers could see two
well-formed camps for each team on the
south side of the island and small plumes
of wood smoke rising from their fires on
the seashore - a sign that our adventurers
were passing their survival test.

Senior School
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Making sure that more able
pupils stay motivated

Traditionally, for pupils with talents in a particular area, we stretch our more able pupils (MAPs) by having regular
additional opportunities, extra lessons and outings to advance their learning and skills.

During the last academic year, despite
the challenges posed by a lockdown, our
MAPs remained well-catered for.
More able scientists were tasked with
designing a self-sustaining base on planet
mars. Pupils had to consider how to
generate and recycle water and oxygen, as
well as devise methods of food production.
More able mathematicians in Year 10
studied mind-expanding topics such as
complex numbers, the Mandelbrot set
and chaos.

When they returned to the classroom
after lockdown, a number of enthusiastic
and high-achieving Year 11 historians gave
talks to the rest of their class on areas of
special interest that they’d researched
during lockdown. Hani spoke about the
involvement of Asia in World War Two;
Edward spoke about military tactics in
Europe during the same period; Stephen
taught the group about the origins of
communism in China and Christopher
educated pupils on the space race.

Year 9 to 11 MAPs Book Group met
once per half term to discuss novels
such as Orwell’s 1984 and Du Maurier’s
Rebecca. Students in Year 9 set up and
produced a half-termly magazine, the
Westbourne Word.
More able pupils in Year 10 film studies
studied Wadjda, a Saudi Arabian
film, which demands a great deal of
understanding of the social context,
patriarchal society and the role of women
in that society.

Pupils stay inspired to learn languages
Westbourne students have shown
incredible resilience in languages
this year, with French and Spanish
lessons continuing en ligne during
lockdown. While nothing can replace
face-to-face conversation, students
made the most of a variety of online
resources to support their language
learning: recording videos with
Flipgrid, practicing vocabulary through

gaming on Quizlet and Blooket, building
complex sentences with the help of
Flippity and challenging themselves with
the wealth of authentic video resources
that exist online.

posters following a research project on
Spanish cities, fantastic presentations
of Spanish customs and festivals and
Year 8s enjoying a slice of French culture
through the film, Le Petit Nicholas.

Back in school, they were able to hit the
ground running in face-to-face teaching
and it had never sounded better to hear
‘hola’ and ‘bonjour’ once again from our
students at the classroom door. Highlights
of the year included some beautiful

Unfortunately the school trip to Cantabria
fell victim to travel restrictions for the
second year running but we hope to
be back on our travels in 2022. Watch
this space.
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Luke’s top score in national maths competition
Congratulations to Luke Salmon in the
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust
(UKMT) Maths Challenges. 10 pupils
from Year 7 and Year 10 competed with
the best maths pupils in the country in
this major, UK maths competition.

Having been awarded a gold certificate
in the first round, Luke qualified for the
Junior Kangaroo paper - a commendable
achievement in itself. He went on to get 22
out of 25 questions right and was awarded
a merit. This was the best result in this
national junior maths competition that
Westbourne has had in the last decade.

Congratulations also to Mark Greely and
Ayaan Ahmed who were awarded silver
certificates and to Georgia Jackson,
Bethany Holmes, Jasmine Head, Edward
Taylor-James, Saied Sabkha and Sam
Kasher for being awarded their bronze
certificates.

Independent learning, finding one’s own
voice and having a confident, sustained
line of reasoning is crucial if aiming for the
very best in GCSE history, and especially
for pupils considering studying it for
A Level. Year 11 pupils went one step
further during the year. Many of them
delivered presentations on subtopics

from the curriculum to help deepen the
knowledge of their classmates and to
practise speaking in front of an audience.
These pupils impressed their teacher
greatly and should definitely consider
joining any history societies at their next
educational settings.

History look back
at the year
Our Year 10 and Year 11 historians
stepped up to the challenges
of working online. The Year 10s
particularly enjoyed making use of
online breakout rooms to work in
smaller groups. They put their newfound analysis and discussion skills
into action on the return to their
classroom with a terrific team debate
about the motivations behind the
Sand Creek Massacre, part of their
American West topic.

“We’ll all miss Westbourne so much, it’s changed our son into a
much happier person. The best decision we ever made!”
Year 11 parent
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Welcome to
Junior School
Junior School pupils thrive in our academic yet inclusive
and nurturing environment. Staff members understand that
children learn in different ways and treat them as individuals.
Our teaching, learning and extra curricular provision gives
each one the opportunity to shine.
We have small class sizes at Westbourne, meaning more one-onone learning. The school has excellent facilities including a large
art studio, IT suite and several playgrounds.
We make sure that pupils can make good use of our Senior School
facilities such as the Drama Studio, science labs, The Dell outdoor
amphitheatre and Forest School outdoor learning classroom. They
can also use the purpose-built food technology area.
Our highly regarded Westbourne teachers are passionate about
tutoring Junior School pupils. We also have specialist teachers
in maths, English, music, IT, art and modern languages. These
experts help to develop pupils’ best abilities to ensure that they
are ready to take up the challenge of Senior School education.

A word from Mr Clark, Head of Junior School
As the new academic year began in
September, with classes in bubbles,
our four core values of excellence,
inclusion, respect and resilience stood
us in good stead for the challenges in
the year ahead.
As ever, the academic attainment, wellbeing and happiness of our children
remained at the heart of all we do in
Junior School. Over the course of the
academic year it was a privilege to
see how both our children and staff
responded and succeeded in a changing
learning environment.
Our children started the year with an
organised, independent and resilient
approach, always embracing challenges,
being solution-focused and determined
to enjoy sharing the classroom with
their peers, friends and teachers. The
joy and delight of human interaction
was liberating after the term of remote
teaching and learning that had preceded
the summer holiday.
Working within national guidelines
and protocols, we met each week for
our assembly via Google Meets. As a
fundamental part of each assembly,
our children were encouraged to take
ownership with Year 6 pupils leading
the way.

Whilst working in a COVID-secure
environment, we finalised and implemented
the plans and logistical changes for the
coming 2021-22 academic year. Our PreSchool graduation in July saw us wave a
poignant goodbye to our old Junior School
hall; ready to welcome a 10-month building
project and our new, state-of-the-art, twostorey hall, including three new classrooms,
a gymnasium and performance space.
This exciting development will not only
improve our facilities for existing children,
including a multi-sensory room, but will
also allow Junior School to grow in size,
while keeping our average class size at
14.3. I have yet to find that ‘.3’ of a child in
any of our lessons!
Throughout the last academic year,
Forest School in our serene Dell, has
helped all our children to engage with
nature and learn in the great outdoors.
Our original vision of providing a unique,
outdoor classroom environment with its
accompanying benefits for well-being,
mental health and learning, has never
served us so well. It is exciting to note that
our curriculum, extra-curricular activities
and community outreach in The Dell will
continue to grow as we look to the next
phase of our outdoor learning provision.
Although the second term saw us revert
to remote teaching and learning, both

children and teachers had adapted and
were able to build on their previous
experience. We added all subject
specialist areas to our timetable and
our children, once again, responded
magnificently as independent learners and
kind, caring and supportive peers.
However, once back in school for the
third term, we were determined to gain
a semblance of normality and it was
wonderful to see trips to The Peak District,
local churches and a full, COVID-secure
residential programme for key stage 2.
We also had a Science Day where our
children explored and experimented and
in June we came off the timetable for
a Humanities Day with a strictly 1960’s
theme. An excellent time was had by
all and my abiding memory of the day is
of our children, dressed as presidents,
actresses, astronauts and
politicians, singing The
Beatles’ All You Need is Love
and Hey Jude.
Happy and healthy children
equal excellent learners,
here’s to the next academic
year and the challenges and
opportunities that await
us, whatever they are,
together we will succeed!

Junior School
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Junior School: This year in English
Throughout the year pupils continued
to use the Power of Reading syllabus
for teaching literacy in Junior School.
High-quality books and creative
teaching approaches such as art and
drama helped to inspire pupils in their
learning. Our immersive approach
enabled children to deepen their
understanding of texts and provided a
meaningful context for writing.
A highlight in the year was World
Book Day. The whole of Junior School

celebrated with a study of Here We Are by
Oliver Jeffers. This heart-felt and thought
provoking book is dedicated to his son,
Harland. It was written during the first
two months of his son’s life. Oliver Jeffers
wanted to make sense of the world for his
son and also produce a gift for all children
at this time.
Both children and staff had lots of fun and
produced thoughtful work on the themes
of kindness, compassion, the natural world
and humanity.

Junior School: This year in maths
During the year in maths, pupils
continued to develop their
mathematical prowess. Supported by
various aids such as the bar model,
children became fluent mathematicians
and were able to use their knowledge
to solve increasingly complex
problems, providing their reasoning
along the way.
Pupils had plenty of fun participating
in initiatives such as Barvember. This
involved solving a mathematical problem
each day using the bar model - throughout
November of course. Upon solving said
problems, pupils shared their ideas each
day on Google Classroom, learning from

and supporting one another. A weekly
champion was announced from each key
stage for the determination and skill that
was shown.
Similarly, on TT Rockstars Day pupils
rocked out whilst learning times tables.
A secure understanding of times tables
is important. Our children can get so
much more out of maths when they
can quickly recall their times tables. To
add to the occasion, everyone dressed
as their favourite rock star including Mr
Hawker who did his best Freddie Mercury
impression, which really got them into
the spirit.

A year in maths wouldn’t be complete
without participating in a global initiative,
would it? In May, we celebrated World
Maths Day, one of the world’s largest
global educational events, which aims
to get pupils of all ages enthused
about maths. This event connected the
worldwide learning community, fostering
friendships between people of different
cultures as they learnt to excel together.
They made aliens out of 3D nets, used
their knowledge of position and direction
to create treasure maps, counted in fives
using hand prints and much more. So
much fun was had, we can’t wait to see
what the next one brings!

Junior School

Year 5 bushcraft
residential at
Castle Howard

www.westbourneschool.co.uk

Year 5 completed three days and two
nights in the woods at Castle Howard.
Surrounded by beautiful woodland the
children were captivated by the games
and challenges they experienced.
They were thrown into tasks such as
building fires and cooking their own
lunch. Working in tribes they soon
got to know their tribe leaders, Harry
and Ross.

The children loved being outdoors and
connecting with their natural surroundings.
Whilst they journeyed back to Sheffield
with a hint of sadness having left camp
behind, they brought with them plenty of
stories to share with family, friends and
the Westbourne community. The Bingo
Bongo and Black Cheetah clans most
certainly had a fabulous time!

This year in computing
In a year when pupils spent a lot of
time learning remotely, it was exciting
to see them apply their new skills in
computing lessons.
With children turning to devices for their
learning during periods of lockdown, our
children familiarised themselves with
Google Classroom, feeling empowered to
go online for school work, socialising and
entertainment. When returning to school,
students used these computing skills in
lessons when programming, designing,
communicating and collaborating online.

In early February, the whole school took
part in our Safer Internet Day, celebrating
all the great things about being online.
The focus for the year was whether we
can trust everything that we read or see
on the internet, taking part in discussion,
interactive activities and stories.
In the summer term, Junior School
children took part in our computing
survey. This highlighted that 93% of
pupils felt quite or very confident using
the Google suite - a result of their remote
and classroom learning - with 88% going

online to complete homework. As we
move forward, we will continue to
address the national gender gap in this
subject and promote digital wellbeing.

“Thank you so much for taking the children on the residential. It was a
stretch for my daughter, but I think on the whole she enjoyed it and it
was good for her to know she can do it!”
Year 6 parent
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Junior School’s Groovy 1960’s Day
Where would you find The Beatles, Bobby Moore, Mary
Quant and Neil Armstrong all rubbing shoulders? At the
Westbourne School 1960s Day of course!
Junior School pupils and staff found their 60s groove in a
fine display of flares, big hair, flower power and even the odd
astronaut suit.
The children, many dressed as their favourite icons from the
swinging ‘60s, enjoyed learning chart topping classics from the
era like All You Need is Love and Hey Jude. The Junior School
hall was transformed into a planetarium for the day as pupils also
explored more serious 1960s themes like the space race and
lunar landings.
To finish on a twist, Year 2 pupils also created their own version of
Twister, which is still a popular game that was launched in 1960!

Digging deep into history
with Sutton Hoo

Discovering a site like Sutton Hoo, Europe’s largest, medieval
ship burial, would be any archeologist’s dream. Inside the
burial mound was the imprint of a decayed ship and a
chamber filled with dazzling riches. But who was buried
there and what did it reveal about this period in history?
This is exactly what Year 5 discovered as part of their study of
the Anglo Saxons and research into the treasure found at the
site. When an amateur archaeologist brushed away the Suffolk
soil from a mysterious-looking burial mound in 1939, it revealed a
spectacular long ship filled with fine feasting vessels, silverware
from distant Byzantium and gold dress accessories set with Sri
Lankan garnets. The archaeologist, Basil Brown and landowner,
Edith Pretty were dumbfounded.
With our pupils’ imaginations in full flow, this provided a wealth
of material for the news reports they wrote as if the discovery
had only happened the day before. They also watched a series
of brilliant videos called Curator’s Corner, where Dr Sue Brunning
from the British Museum spoke about the iconic sword and
helmet with a human mask found at the site. The children were
so enthused about their learning that they decided to send their
reports to Dr Brunning and the Sutton Hoo National Trust site.

Inspiring our young linguists in French
In Junior School we are keen for pupils to be exposed to
other languages such as French from day one. Even PreSchool offers provision for French and this extends right
the way through the school. We have some talented French
teachers, both native speakers and talented linguists. Special
events with a French theme mean that our children have
the opportunity, not just to learn the language but to
understand the culture.
This year, despite being unable to travel, it was important to
be even more inventive in the ways our pupils across the year
groups engaged in learning the language - from role-play and
French songs to French festivals such as the Three Kings. Other
activities included talking about their own pets; baking French
classics such as delicious madeleines and studying a French film

called Le Petit Nicolas. Children were surprised just how much
they managed to understand the story.

Junior School
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Science overview
Developments in science and medicine
have never been more prominent in our
children’s lives. In the classroom, on
top of our Science curriculum learning,
children were interested to learn about
the highly topical subjects of viruses
and vaccinations.
Our annual Science Day theme was
‘Innovation for the Future’, with a wide

range of activities, from learning about
herd immunity through to the science
behind the well-known game, Jenga to live
interactive lambing from a real farm yard!
We champion the talents of our girls and
boys. This year saw our first celebration of
International Women and Girls in Science
Day, where each class celebrated the life
of a famous female scientist.

A look back at Year 1 and the discovery of a UFO
Despite a lengthy lockdown, Year 1 children experienced a
practical, exciting and hands-on curriculum. Pupils covered
some wonderful topics during the year. In autumn, their
focus was based on the seasons and being out and about.
They then had a wonderful time learning about castles. In the
spring they explored toys as they read Traction Man and in the
summer term they were intrigued to learn about space.
Based on their Power of Reading syllabus they had a spooktacular
Witches and Wizards Day. The children loved dressing up as well
as engaging in creative writing tasks. A memorable moment for
Year 1 was when the children discovered what seemed to be an
unidentified flying object (UFO) in the playground. This was used to
create great discussion and inspire some excellent written pieces.
Learning through play is a key feature in Year 1 and the children
thoroughly enjoyed Forest School and Outdoor Learning this year.
They had a fantastic time learning new skills - from tying knots
and creating outdoor works of art to building outdoor castles.

Move Up Day
The move up to Senior School is an
important milestone for our children
and we make every effort to ensure
a smooth transition for our oldest
Junior School pupils. As part of this,
Move Up Day in June offered an
opportunity for Year 6 to visit Senior
School to meet teachers and find out
what to expect from the next stage in
their Westbourne Journey.

Pupils had a chance to ask any questions
and meet staff while focusing on our
school values - excellence, inclusion,
respect and resilience. They also
completed a questionnaire so that
their new form tutor could get to know
them better. Form tutors also called
each Westbourne family to introduce
themselves and offer the children a
warm welcome to Senior School.

Pre-School
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Pre-School at Westbourne
Westbourne’s Pre-School offers the ideal environment in
which to nurture young pupils’ talents and abilities. Opened
by esteemed actor and old Westbournian Dominic West in
2013, the school has increased in numbers year-on-year.
As a result of the demand for places, we have extended our
facilities and in summer 2018 we invested £100,000 in the
development of a fabulous outdoor play area. The children love
exploring in our purpose-built outdoor area and they have planted
their own wild flower bed to encourage wildlife and their own
herb garden.
We have also introduced Target Tracker, an Early Years Learning
Goals assessment tool, which allows us to share learning and
children’s achievements and successes with their parents.
Stay and Play every Thursday during term time is for the underfives, including babies. It gives staff the opportunity to meet
children and parents and interact with them and share our
facilities. Mrs Rees-Oxley, the Pre-School lead and Head of Early
Years Foundation Stage said:
“We have a rolling programme of events and themes including a
Forest School session which has been very well received. A sure
sign of its success is that already the number of families joining
us is growing.”

The young Christmas stars of the show
Last year saw our first Pre-School and
Reception Christmas production, The
First Christmas Nativity. Our children
had been preparing in the autumn and
we were rewarded with what turned
out to be an enchanting show.
It told the story of Santa being worried on
Christmas Eve. He had a bad feeling that
he’d forgotten something really important,
but he couldn’t remember what! Mrs Claus
and the elves tried to help Santa remember.
Each child had a special role in the
performance learning their own lines, ten
songs and special dance moves. It was a
big ask for our youngest children, however
with the help and support of parents and
staff, each star of the show achieved a
sparkling performance!

“You have all gone above and beyond all year and our daughter has
been so lucky to come to Westbourne and have such an amazing
start to her education. Thank you to all of you for being so kind, so
patient and so professional, always.”
EYFS parent

Pre-School
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It’s starting to feel a lot like Christmas

It just isn’t Christmas without the obligatory
festive film. That’s why, in Pre-School,
children got into the spirit by putting up their
Christmas trees and heading over to the
Garden Studio for a Christmas cinema trip to
see the British comedy musical, The Nativity.
Trips like these have become something
of a tradition either for entertainment or to
support themes in the curriculum. While it
wasn’t possible to go to a real cinema with the
pandemic, this didn’t stop our teachers from
creating the cinema atmosphere at Westbourne.
It was amazing what can be achieved with a
laptop and a portable projector.

A cracking
easter egg hunt

Last year all the children in Pre-School had eggstraordinaryily good fun on their
Easter egg hunt in The Dell.
As part of the eggstravaganza, children listened to an adaptation of a familiar children’s
story, We’re Going on an Easter Egg Hunt and acted out the story to find their Easter
eggs hidden by the big bad wolf. “They couldn’t go under them, they couldn’t go over
them, they had to go through them.” A smashing time was had by all!

Pre-School
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Parents and tots stay and play

Westbourne welcomed families old
and new for our Play and Stay sessions
throughout the year.
Held every Thursday morning in Pre-School,
these sessions gave parents and younger
children a chance to meet other parents
and tots in the welcoming environment of
Pre-School. Children were provided with
a stimulating sensory experience catering
for all age groups from birth to 5 years old.
For children thinking of joining our PreSchool when they turn three, it was also
a great opportunity to find out about the
Westbourne Family, with our inclusive and
supportive atmosphere.

Farewell but not goodbye to Pre-school graduates
In July, it was a proud and nostalgic day for our Pre-School
children at Graduation. Westbourne celebrated some of our
youngest pupils’ successes during their time in Pre-School,
while also saying goodbye to those leaving.

Our children performed their graduation songs and received
certificates from Mr Hicks, our headmaster in recognition of their
hard work and creativity over their last two years in Pre-School. A
warm well done to all our Pre-School girls and boys.

Music
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Music at Westbourne
The exemplary standards of music education and performance
soar high at Westbourne. Our young and talented musicians
often pass their grade exams earlier than expected.
Westbourne staff encourage pupils’ musical abilities from a
young age. Year 1 pupils have the opportunity to learn any
musical instrument of their choice and perform at both formal and
informal events. Early Years pupils take part in lessons hosted by
a fully qualified music teacher.
Talented pupils showcase their skills during tours, allowing them
to develop a passion and appreciation for music. Pupils have the
chance to perform at formal public venues in Sheffield such as
Firth Hall and Upper Chapel, as well as popular music venues,
such as the iconic Leadmill and Yellow Arch Studios.
The school also boasts several choirs, which welcome all age
ranges. Pupils are given expert coaching from some of the UK’s
most skilled musicians such as the Hallé in Manchester and
Ensemble 360, the acclaimed professional musicians of Music in
the Round at the Crucible Theatre, Sheffield.

Virtual concerts
are music to
the ears

The children’s ongoing musical efforts culminate in the annual
carol service in St Marie’s Cathedral. This prestigious event is
much anticipated and brings our whole community together in
celebration and song.
We never cease to be enchanted by the talent that we’re able to
unlock thanks to the role that music plays in our pupils’ learning.

When we’re together
In December children from Years 5 to 11 created a video
performance of ‘When we’re together’ from the Disney
film, Olaf’s Frozen Adventure. Each year group rehearsed
and recorded in bubbles, which was edited to create our
virtual Christmas performance. The sentiment of the
song was perfect to highlight how much we enjoyed
being back in school and being able to work together on
a project.
As one parent commented:

Not to be foiled by lockdown the Music Department decided
that the show must go on with two virtual school concerts
in November and February.
Twenty of our outstanding musicians created videos of their
individual performances at home.
Our concerts are always important opportunities for the
Westbourne Family of pupils, parents, staff and other supporters
to come together. Never was this more important than while our
children were forced to practise and play from home.
A huge well done and thanks to all the children for their time
rehearsing and putting these pieces together and also to our
parents and staff for enthusing the children to reach such high
standards.
It was a delight to listen to some moving performances from all
year groups spanning pre-school to Year 11, clearly demonstrating
their endeavours, perseverance, hardwork and talent!

“I have just watched the virtual performance and wanted to
say how wonderful and moving it was - my child is not taking
part so this is not normal parent pride taking over - but it just
brought me to tears! ”

Music
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A burst of summer with garden concerts
In July, pupils finally had the chance to
properly perform live at our garden concerts.
Bands and soloists from each year group
came together to perform as part of our end
of year celebrations. These performances
took place in our new Garden Studio
alongside each year group Prize Giving.
Highlights ranged from a highly entertaining
Year 3 performance of the pop song,
Ghostbusters, on ukuleles and a Year 10 band
playing a GCSE composition by our very own
student and composer, Jack Baker.

Instrument

Grade

Result

Cheng-Xi

Ma

Violin

2

Distinction

Cheng-Xi

Ma

Piano

2

Distinction

Aleksander

Acimov

Classical Guitar

2

Merit

Lola

Brereton

Musical Theatre

4

Distinction

Jasmin

Rai

Musical Theatre

4

Distinction

Holly

Simmons

Musical Theatre

4

Distinction

Jasmine

Head

Musical Theatre

4

Pass

Grace

Moss

Pop Music Vocals

4

Distinction

Stelios

Oikonomou

Classical Guitar

2

Pass

Meiyi

Ren

Classical Guitar

2

Merit

Yangyi

Ren

Classical Guitar

4

Pass

Isaac

Arnold

Violin

2

Distinction

Daniella

Arnold

Violin

3

Distinction

Alan

Charles

Classical Guitar

5

Merit

Jack

Corbett

Piano

3

Distinction

Poppy

Bedford

Musical Theatre

1

Distinction

Phoebe

Bedford

Musical Theatre

1

Merit

Alicia

Guest

Musical Theatre

2

Merit

Mirabelle

Ridley

Pop Vocals

3

Merit

Lucy

Sanders

Piano

3

Merit

Eve

Wakes

Musical Theatre

5

Merit

Rosie

Molyneux

Musical Theatre

8

Distinction

Bethany

Rowson

Clarinet

1

Distinction

Holly

Bashforth

Ukulele

2

Merit

Sam

Jokhi

Classical Guitar

5

Merit

Archie

Renshaw

Guitar

4

Merit

Jack

Baker

Guitar

4

Merit

George

Blank

Guitar

3

Merit

Poppy

Fletcher

Guitar

3

Merit

William

Hetherington

Guitar

3

Pass

The Arts
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The Arts at Westbourne
Encouraging artistic talent is a priority at
Westbourne. We believe that every child
deserves the opportunity to express
their unique personality while also
unlocking their creativity.
Staff members go the extra mile to
uncover pupils’ hidden talents in art,
music or drama. After-school art clubs are
always popular, while pupils from all areas
of the school are encouraged to imagine,
create and express themselves with
inspirational results.
To support music and dance talents of the
pupils, additional teachers join the team
each week. These specialist professionals
offer group tuition to take children’s skills to
the next level.

Drama is an important subject in our school
curriculum. In 2015, the school invested
in a brand new Drama Studio, complete
with professional lighting rig, lighting
desk, blackout blinds and curtains. These
changes reflect the onus the school places
on the performing arts.
This is in contrast to the national trend in
many schools where drama and performing
arts no longer have their own programme
of study as part of the national curriculum
and are in decline.
What’s more, there are opportunities to
perform in concerts in school and externally
in the city. Staging a play is an exercise in
teamwork and productions regularly take
place in both Junior and Senior School,

Drama and productions

either inside or in our natural outdoor
amphitheatre, The Dell.
We are proud of the opportunities afforded
by our arts facilities and the powerful
results for our children’s personal growth
and the development of their creativity.

All Year 3 to Year 6 children had the exciting opportunity to
take the LAMDA exam at the end of the summer term. Using
the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA)
syllabus, once again they achieved an excellent 100% pass
rate for these exams, with all groups receiving high marks
with distinction and merit.
While COVID-related restrictions meant that not all classes in
Junior School pupils were able to take part and there were only
three pairs of duologue actors taking exams, pupils in many years
played their part admirably and were rewarded, yet again, with an
excellent set of results.
This year, Year 3 performed a scripted piece in two groups from
Roald Dahl’s - The Twits. They worked together well, developing
brilliant characters during the rehearsal process and learning
their scripts off-by-heart. Year 4 performed a scripted piece in a
group, working scenes that contain foxes and farmers, for grade
1. Meanwhile, Year 5 worked on a group-devised piece for their
grade 2 entitled ‘The Emergency’.
Year 6 performed a grade 3 piece, ‘The TV show’. They started by
improvising, looking at the structure, creating dilemmas and then
resolutions. They had to work on their character relationships
using the different drama techniques that they had learnt and
their own creative ideas. Encouraged to self assess, they had
sessions where they had to critique and assess each other.
We also celebrated Rosie Molyneux, Year 11 being accepted for
the second year running into the prestigious Tring Park School for
the Performing Arts.

The benefits of LAMDA exams:
• Increased confidence when performing

• Learning more about traditional texts, poets and authors
of this and the last century

•D
 evelopment of characters within the text

• Raising self esteem

•D
 evelopment of accents linked with the pieces

• Performing for enjoyment

•W
 ork up through grades to bronze, silver and gold
(UCAS points)

• Working together as an ensemble and being responsible
for yours and others performance

•L
 earning to interpret scripts, characters and accents

The Arts
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Pantastic Peter Pan

Westbourne’s
past productions

When the despicable Captain Hook
kidnaps Wendy and holds her to
ransom, can Peter find a way to rally
the Lost Boys, mollify the angry natives
and defeat the pirates once and for all?

30

Pupils at Westbourne School have
enthralled audiences over many years
performing a host of acclaimed musicals:
• 2012 - Oliver!

This was the nail-biting scenario created
by Year 3 and 4 children when they put
on the production ‘Pantastic’, a thrilling
contemporary musical adaptation of Peter
Pan. Pupils spent most of the Autumn
term learning their songs and script ready
for this amazing performance, clearly
having great fun when they performed the
classic story.

• 2013 - Little Shop of Horrors
• 2014 - The Wizard of Oz
• 2015 - Annie
• 2016 - Grease
• 2017 - Bugsy Malone
• 2018 - 13: The Musical
• 2019 - Legally Blonde

Pupils took to the air with the intrepid
Darling children. Songs were performed
by the children in a safe, socially distanced
environment and the performance was
filmed and shared with parents.

• 2020 - West Side Story cancelled at
the last minute due to COVID-19
• 2021 - Postponed due to COVID-19

Pirates and mermaids wave goodbye to our
Junior School hall
A wonderful performance by our Year
1 and 2 children was a poignant and
appropriate way to say farewell to our
old and much-loved Junior School hall
in the spring.
Who are better - Pirates or Mermaids?
What happens when a pirate is scared of
the water? These were just some of the
debates for our Year 1 and Year 2 pirates
and mermaids when they performed the

swashbuckling, fantastical tale, Pirates
Versus Mermaids.
Away they went on a musical journey,
where the seven seas just weren’t big
enough for our pirates and mermaids.
Filled with catch-of-the-day fresh songs
and an adventure-packed script, the pirates
showed off their swagger and the feisty
mermaids sparkled.

The opportunity for our children to work
on stage and rehearse a show was greatly
rewarding after lots of virtual schooling.
Our young actors rose to the challenge and
performed a rip-roaring show, which was
filmed and edited by Year 11 film studies
student, James Billingham!

The Arts
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A year in Art
It was a disrupted year, but art students continued to
be creative. With learning going ahead face-to-face and
online, children made the most of their lesson times.
They created artwork across the school including largescale compositions to accompany the school’s values.
A favourite was the inclusion mural, which has pride of
place outside the Junior School hall.
Children had the opportunity to work with a student teacher
and loved her warm approach to learning. However, lockdown
forced our young artists to return to online lessons where they
explored as many practical art methodologies as they could.
This led to a number of wonderful outcomes, many of which
have been framed and put up in Senior School reception.

Poetry breathes life into art
In July, Year 8 pupils participated in a poetry workshop as part of their
curriculum enrichment. The focus of the session was dramatic monologues.
The afternoon began with a performance and exploration of Not My Best Side, a
dramatic monologue by U.A. Fanthorpe, based on Uccello’s painting of George and
the Dragon. Students were then challenged to write their own monologues based
on a selection of classic art works. The English Department was hugely impressed
with the students’ enthusiasm and creativity throughout the session which
culminated in some excellent performances of the pupils’ own work.
Below is an example of one of the monologues, written by George Nex
and based on American Gothic by Grant Wood.

I’m not quite sure why I gave into it.
I mean we’ve been farmers all our life. I grew up on a farm!
We’d heard rumours that the village was going to be destroyed for years!
We never thought anything of it until we heard the ever so loud knock
on our oak door.
He told us to leave the house and farm by next week as apparently a
new lake was to be built.
So we started plotting the deed as soon as we closed the door.
We would go under the thick blanket of darkness.
We had plenty of equipment such as our pitchfork from the farm so that
wasn’t a problem.
But to see the red blood oozing from his stomach and to see the fork
dripping with liquid,
Like something out of a horror play.......
I’m not sure why I agreed to it
and now I’ll pay the price.
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Many hands make
light work for new
Westbourne art project
Many hands make light work and plenty of colour. Every Junior School pupil at
Westbourne put their palms to good use as they dipped in and added their own
hand prints to a new piece of artwork for the school.
Each class helped to create the brightly coloured mural, which
now forms a permanent feature outside the Junior School Hall.
Jon Clark, Head of Junior School said:
“We worked with each class to create a piece of art that shows
our togetherness and inclusivity as a whole school. This colour
wheel piece is eye-catching and effective and a wonderful symbol
of the Junior School community.”

“Thank you for everything you do for our girls. You are a fantastic
role model to them and they love your lessons. They can come
to you with anything and you really inspire her.”
Year 8 parent
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Mr T’s Cook-along
November saw children in key stage 2 taking part in a live cook-along
from their very own kitchens.
There was an Italian theme with our young chefs cooking their family’s
evening meal. We even managed to get our key worker children cooking
in school, thanks to Miss Channer and Mrs Swift.
Children were challenged to cook lasagne, a dish that can have many
variations to cater for dietary requirements and which demands a variety
of culinary skills. This was an excellent culinary suggestion, which had
been put forward by pupils at a School Council meeting.

Junior artists keep creating

Junior School children expressed
themselves through art in many ways.
While continuing their art classes
via remote learning, our children
demonstrated talent in many artistic
forms. Activities included virtual
tours of art galleries, making pebble
sculptures and painting fantastic
copies of iconic pieces of art by artists
like Renoir, Van Gogh and Frida Kahlo.
Competing against children from across
Sheffield, they entered the Chinese New
Year competition at the University of
Sheffield and many of our children won
prizes. They were also fortunate to enter
the Sheffield Young Artist competition
in June organised by The Rotary Club
of Abbeydale. A Special Mention to
Stephen Shi, Year 11 for winning the
Trophy for ‘Key Stage 4 Runner Up’. Well
done to our Junior School artists.
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Art gallery
Christopher Wang, Year 11

Bernice Olubar Daniels, Still Life
photography, Year 11

Nel Lidster, City Icons, Year 9

Georgia Jackson, Abstract Cactus in a Jar, Year 8

Lulu M.P, Still Life Photography, Year 11

Amber Forster, Colour Wheel, Year 8

Matilda Davidson, Year 8

Lily Naylor, Rolling Stones
Album Cover, Year 9

Jessica Rogers, Urban Art, Year 10 GCSE

Lily Naylor, City Icons, Year 9
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Sport at
Westbourne
A core belief at Westbourne is that
a balanced lifestyle means engaging
the body and the mind. We offer an
abundance of sporting activities that
encourage pupils to engage in a healthy
dose of competition.
As you may expect from a school of this
standard, outstanding facilities are on
offer at international and specialist venues
across Sheffield. These include Ponds
Forge, the English Institute of Sport,
Goodwin Sports Centre, Abbeydale Sports
Club, Rother Valley Country Park, Sheffield
Hallam University and iceSheffield.
We pride ourselves in making sport
inclusive for all pupils so that each one
feels valued. All pupils from Year 3 to
11 have the opportunity to participate
in house events, a multitude of friendly
games and inter-house competitions.
As well as fixtures, we also provide
an extended extracurricular activity list
ranging from football, gymnastics, netball,
running, horse riding and climbing.

We also recognise that not all individuals
want to take part in team sports and
we provide alternatives including tennis,
badminton, table tennis and racketball
to develop each child’s individual
sporting potential.

Annual international sports tours are on
offer to all pupils. These include tours to
Barcelona, Malta and Lanzarote as well
as ski trips to Austria, the French Alps,
Canada and the USA.

Westbourne pupils are often selected
for regional sports teams and many have
gone on to represent England or Great
Britain in their chosen field.

A word from Mr Elvidge-Latham, Director of Sport
Sport at Westbourne during Covid
presented its challenges as pupils lost
many opportunities to participate in the
wealth of activities and events usually
on offer at Westbourne. However they
also gained in other areas which will
set them up for life.
There is just no way of getting around
it, sport on the outdoor grass areas is
simply the best approach for everyone.
We were hit with lockdown in March
2020 and went online for one week
before the Easter holidays. To keep our
children active, daily fitness goals were
set alongside live fitness sessions and a
number of exercises for each year group
and games in the afternoons.
Every third week we set an overall
challenge that pupils could work towards
throughout the week such as walking the
equivalent of the Inca Trail in Peru, doing

the A to Z of fitness and participating in
the House Step Competition. We even
managed to fit in virtual Sports Days,
allowing pupils to participate in physical
activity at home, as well as collecting
points for their house. It was a fun
competition, enjoyed by all our pupils from
Pre-School to Year 11.
September 2020 arrived with new
optimism as sport was back on, at least
to a certain degree. Pupils had to play in
year groups and full contact rugby was not
allowed. Fixtures against other schools
and house matches were still cancelled.
We had to change the sports curriculum
to include football, table tennis, badminton
and some hockey. We missed out on the
Westbourne Wheeze, our cross-country
run, due to COVID, although some pupils
might have been happy about that!

January arrived and we were back into full
lockdown again but this time all lessons
from Pre-School PE to Year 11 GCSE PE
were live online. The snow was falling
outside while teachers were in their
houses teaching dance and fitness to
the pupils via their laptops. How times
had changed. We stayed online with the
pupils for many weeks until we emerged
like spring chickens to play football on the
astro pitches and netball courts outside.
Summer 2021 arrived and fixtures in strict
year groups recommenced against other
schools. It didn’t matter as pupils hadn’t
played a fixture for 15 months and were
grateful that cricket, rounders, athletics
and tennis were back on the calendar.
Never again will we take sport for granted
or the sports opportunities that Westbourne
and Sheffield offer our children.

Sport
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On the pitch this year
Rounders: During the summer term Year 7 girls took part in
rounders. At Westbourne rounders is regarded as an inclusive
sport that embraces all abilities. With an emphasis on fun, it
is an engaging team sport which especially helps our pupils
to develop skills such as confidence, teamwork and decision
making as well as hand-eye coordination. Consequently, there
was an all-round improvement in their throwing, catching and
batting as the term progressed.

Football: At Westbourne, football, like all our team sports,
teaches cooperation and teamwork. It helps build self-confidence,
a positive self-image and self-worth. Since a large variety of skills
and physical abilities are required on a football team, there is a
position for every child to play. Girls football continued to grow
and was enjoyed by many of our pupils. During the winter term,
Year 7 and 8 girls were encouraged to participate in football
training with Miss Watson, our expert football coach.
Rugby: During the autumn term the boys in Year 9 jumped
into sport with the enthusiasm you would expect from children
who had been in lock down for several months. Their energy
was infectious and served as a reminder of what everyone had
been missing. They handled all the necessary COVID protocols
admirably and took everything in their stride. The highlight
of the term was being able to have some competitive rugby
action through the Rugby Football Union’s (RFU) covid-safe
Ready4Rugby game.
During the autumn term the Year 7 boys, a group with many
who were new to rugby, hit the ground running from the first
week. The boys displayed positivity throughout and were clearly
motivated to improve. Their skill and understanding of the game
developed and by half term the boys were able to confidently
engage in a competitive Ready4Rugby game with impressive
passages of play.
Games: During the summer term the Year 3 mixed group
engaged fantastically with games sessions. From the outset, Year
3 were full of energy and managed to channel their enthusiasm
into improving the accuracy of their throwing, catching and cricket
bowling. The positive attitude of Year 3 was infectious and pupils
and staff clearly enjoyed their games sessions.

The Year 8 pupils made a great start to the term, practicing
batting, fielding and tactical skills. Our senior rounders teams
entered the Sheffield Federation for School Sports (SFSS) and
played in some fantastic games, achieving great results. Our
under 13, 14 and 15 teams played local schools, including:
Sheffield Girls, Mercia, Tapton, Silverdale, Firvale. Pupils really
enjoyed participating in competitive fixtures again. The under 13
and 14 teams had a great game against Mercia, resulting in two
wins for Westbourne. Our under 15 team thoroughly enjoyed
their first game against Firvale, which ended in a draw of 6-6.
It was fantastic that Westbourne was able to compete against
such big opposing schools and be so highly successful!
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Keeping fit with the
House Step Challenge
During lockdown pupils across Junior and Senior School
stepped up to Mr Glover’s challenge to keep fit. The House
Step Challenge provided the perfect motivation to compete
against other houses by seeing how many steps pupils
could record on their fitness tracker or smartphone. With
some tough rules like “don’t tie your tracker to your Olympic
athlete of a parent or your pet dog”, the individual scores
were submitted and it was clear that there are no sofa
surfers at Westbourne.

House step totals
1st - Holmes
2nd - Mercer
3rd - Whitfield
4th - Johnson

In total 45 participants walked a distance of 1238 kilometers.

Harry sets the pace with an epic walking challenge
Harry Carter, Year 8 decided to put months of lockdown to good use by striding out and
keeping fit. When school first closed down in March 2020, all pupils were encouraged to
keep fit at home and keep a record of their activity.
Harry first decided that he wanted to walk the distance between Sheffield and Villa Park, the home
of favourite football team Aston Villa. However, having quickly smashed his target, Harry decided to
carry on striding out and is now aiming to cover a distance the equivalent of walking the length of
the country. Before the end of the academic year he had completed 1,036,363 steps which is the
equivalent to 443 miles!
Mr Elvidge-Latham, Director of Sport said:
“We encouraged all our pupils to maintain fitness during the long periods that sporting activity
wasn’t possible but Harry really has exceeded all expectations. This is a brilliant effort and I think
we’ll all have trouble keeping up with his incredible pace!”

“Thank you for all your hard work this year. Our daughter has had a great
year with you both academically and pastorally. Thank you!”
Year 6 parent

Prize Giving
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Prize Giving
Talented pupils awarded at Prize Giving
The Westbourne Prize Giving gives us a chance to
commend talented and hardworking pupils from both
the Junior and Senior Schools. The event sees some
of the most exemplary Westbournians receive a variety
of awards.
This year’s event was held in our very own Garden Studio
rather than the University of Sheffield Octagon. Pupils prizes
were given out in their year bubbles and the event was filmed
for their families. The Music Department organised a Year 3
band involving the whole year group, to mark the occasion.

Junior School Prize
Giving July 2021
In Junior School, prizes are
awarded to pupils for their
outstanding achievement
throughout the year. They are
awarded for overall academic
achievement, performance in core
subjects and for general progress
and effort. In Year 6 prizes are
awarded in all curriculum areas.
Year 3
Attainment
- Maths - Charlie Clover
- English - Cheng-Xi Ma
- Science - Meiyi Ren
Progress
- Maths - George Walker
- English - Nieve Taylor
- Science - George Efstathiou
- Endeavour - Layla Jones
Year 4
Attainment
- Maths - Isaac Arnold
- English - Lucy Johnson
- Science - Frederick Unsworth
Progress
- Maths - Adil Unees
- English - Elle McGuire
- Science - Jack Glew
- Endeavour - Izzy Bedford

Year 5
Attainment
- Maths - Mohammed Hashim
- English - Oscar Head
- Science - Yangyi Ren
Progress
- Maths - Tristan Locke
- English - Eric Ivanov
- Science - Stelios Oikonomou
- Endeavour - Muneeba Qureshi
Year 6
Attainment
- Maths - Daniella Arnold
- English - Einir Mason
- Science - Advait Shastry
Progress
- Maths - Heath Davenport
- English - Freya Guest
- Science - Joshua Motley
- Endeavour - George Marshall

Junior Games Awards
Boy Year 3
- Olly Rees-Oxley - excellent
sporting attitude and awareness
within all team activities.
Girl Year 3
- Remi Gedeon - the most
improved player throughout the
year. Always trying her very best
in all activities.

Boy Year 4
- Joshua Hague - hardworking,
making excellent progress and a
brilliant team player
Girl Year 4
- Neve Wright - continues to make
excellent progress in hockey and
an allround player
Boy Year 5
- Danny Pudil - outstanding
contribution to PE and games.
Girl Year 5
- Ava Lowrie - outstanding
contribution to PE and games,
both on and offline.

- Humanities: Hannah Pitchfork for embracing challenges and
demonstrating inclusivity.
- Design Technology:
William Wilson - for his positive
attitude and mindset for problem
solving and all round enthusiasm
for everything Design technology.
- Music: Jack Corbett - for his
outstanding effort, creativity and
excellence.
- Art: Lily McGuire - for excellence
and creativity.
- Drama: Jessica Hind - for her
all round contribution to Drama
during lockdown and beyond.

Boy Year 6
- Theo Drake-Proctor - Theo has
really impressed me this year with
his contribution to all games and
PE. He is such a lovely student.

- Learning Support:
Thomas Pexton - resilience,
perseverance, having the
confidence to have a go and
learning from any mistakes. You
have achieved excellent success
with your literacy. (Mrs Longmire)

Girl Year 6
- Mirabelle Ridley - outstanding
contribution to PE and games,
particularly in netball.

- Headmaster’s Prize:
Mandy Brady - for resilience,
kindness and endeavour in all
she does.

Junior Special Prizes
Year 6
- Academic and Music:
Daniella Arnold
- Academic: Advait Shastry
- Performing Arts: Angel Dusauzay
- French: Riya Charles - for her
hard work and perseverance
in the subject as well as her
excellent attitude to learning.

“The parents of Year 4 children would like to express their gratitude to Westbourne’s
teachers for your heroic efforts this year. We understand the difficulties you have
faced and have a deep appreciation of the way you have risen to them.”
Year 4 parents
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Senior School Prize Giving
July 2021
Prizes in the Senior School this year were awarded
based on staff nominations according to our key
school values of excellence, inclusion, resilience
and respect.
Year 7
Excellence
- Ayaan Ahmad, Poppy Fletcher,
Bethany Rowson, Elena Larkin
Inclusion
- Olivia Hanratty, Rishi McAllister,
Aurora Mountain
Resilience
- Oliver Croft-Matthewman, George Blank,
Evie Cole
Respect
- Saied Sabkha, Edward Taylor-James,
Harry Carter, Charlie Jackson, Neema Wright

Year 7

Year 8

Year 8
Excellence
- Lola Brereton, Mark Greely, George Nex,
Jasmin Rai
Inclusion
- Lakshmi Gokulraj, Verity Locke, Evie Askham
Resilience
- Lottie Skinner, Upama Chakravorty,
Matilda Davidson, Nora Gregory
Respect
- Annabel Lomas, Gabrielle Mondenou,
Yi Lian, Edie Pearson
Year 9
Excellence
- Eleanor Lidster, Heidi Shackleton,
Waleed Komy
Inclusion
- Elizabeth Goodfellow, Eleanor Spray,
Steele English
Resilience
- Amrick Choker, Daisy Haslett, Tom Raw,
Lily Naylor, Orlaith Quinn

Year 9

Respect
- Ira Das, Ben Grant, Ben Harthog,
Raafaye Ahmed
Year 10
Excellence
- Alan Charles, Sam Jokhi, Jessica Rodgers,
Jorja Hague
Inclusion
- Tammy Stone, Sophia Barlow-Keegan,
Martha Wood, Calum Horner
Resilience
- Kiran Draviaraj, Sophia Dickinson,
Alex Faulkner
Respect
- Ana Beatson, Lois Sedgwick,
Louis Broadhurst, Freddie Foster-Major,
Seb Turner

Senior School credit draw winner
Pupils in Senior School receive credits for
displaying exemplary behaviour and excellence
in their school work as well as for putting into
action our core values into action. This year’s
winner, earning 128 credits was Elena Larkin.
Well done Elena!
Year 10 going into Year 11 awarded as prefects
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