
PROMOTION

n a year of the unexpected, one
thing that has never wavered has
beenWestbourne School’s

commitment to providing the best
possible education for all its pupils and
the mood atWestbourne remains
positive at all times.
TheWestbourne spirit of resilience

really did take over as the first national
lockdown took hold and the school
developed a response that ensured as full
an education programme as possible was
maintained.
Rather than waiting for the inevitable,

Westbourne anticipated the first
lockdown, with teachers providing
homework via Google Classroom, giving
pupils time to adjust and staff time to
deal with any technical issues before the
official lockdown and remote teaching
and learning began.
It was that early response that allowed

the school to be fully prepared, using
Google as the platform as all classes
went online. Being ahead of the game
and Westbourne’s reputation for
academic excellence, pastoral care and
a commitment to small class sizes led
to an increased demand for places at
the school. Several children’s first
experience ofWestbourne involved
meeting their classmates and form tutor
on a screen!
The balance between academic

excellence, exercise and pastoral care is
core to theWestbourne approach.
This was more important than ever as

the national education system was
rocked and every family and child were
faced with restrictions on many of their
daily activities.
Although there were challenges in

terms of giving pupils the opportunity to
sit exams, the teaching staff were quick
to adapt, providing a full timetable of
remote teaching.
This placedWestbourne in a strong

position to provide robust educational
support for all year groups - and when
this second lockdown set in, all
mechanisms were set in place to ensure
as full a curriculum as possible for all
year groups.
Online provision generally adheres to

Westbourne’s regular timetable and

curriculum, but the remote teaching
timetable has been shaped to allow
children to take navigate their remote
learning in a healthy and flexible
manner.
The usual seven lessons have been

reduced to five lessons per day.This
allows pupils to spend time away from
their devices and screens to ensure a
healthy work-life balance.The children’s
wellbeing and ability to cope is
monitored throughout.

When lockdown eases and children
are able to return to the classroom, they
will find that facilities continue to
improve all the time.
The new Garden Studio has created a

safe haven and peaceful centre for
learning, a tech free and environmentally
friendly space for all children and staff
which forms part of the Broomhill
independent school’s provision for
wellbeing.

Currently enjoyed by the key worker
children,Westbourne continues to offer
all pupils the opportunity to enjoy classes
in the new Forest School area for
outdoor learning and development.

And perhaps most important of all,
Westbourne will be going ahead with an
ambitious £3million redevelopment
project this year.
What the past year has most clearly

demonstrated is thatWestbourne’s staff
and pupils live and breathe the school’s
values of excellence and inclusion,
respect and resilience.
Whatever the future holds, those four

words encapsulate everything about
Westbourne’s spirit of positivity and an
attitude that will help the school to
grow and thrive in the years ahead.

To find out more, contact on 0114 266 0374
or email admissions@westbouneschool.co.uk
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WESTBOURNE’S ONLINE APPROACH ENSURED TEACHING
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