
Communication and language and the success to literacy skills throughout life: 

 
WIthin the EYFS setting we offer our children a language rich environment which enables all our 
children to make progress with their speech, language and communication skills which are key 
for their future success. As you can see from the diagram above there are three main areas that 
underpin child development in this area and impact all areas of their development and 
behaviour. We are lucky to have a high staff ratio which enables us to differentiate our learning 
in phonics and maths seven ways. This ensures our children are provided with activities that are 
tailored to their levels of speech, language and communication skills and promotes a secure 
foundation enabling all our children reach their full potential. All our teaching is done through 
interactive small groups which ensues pupil engagement and offers children the opportunity to 
participate and develop their skills. On top of this we are able to run small group daily 
intervention groups which look at supporting the children who need extra help to develop these 
key social and communication skills.  Due to our high staff ratio we are able to stretch our 
children in their language, speech and communication development, primarily through following 
up on their interests during free play and using the child’s own initiative which is crucial to 
children’s development. We are able to use the following strategies to ensure all children within 
the EYFS develop their language, speech and communication skills. These skills are taught 
through: 

● Contingent talk and gesture 
● Repetition/ the same word in different contexts (it is better to read 1 book a hundred 

times than a hundred books once) 
● Expansions and scaffolding 
● Recasting 
● Conversation turn taking (serve and return) 



 
 
As we know all this can not happen if children do not have secure relationships with their 
parents and teachers, these positive relationships underpin all their learning from birth up into 
adult life. In the EYFS unit we pride ourselves on building positive relationships with all our 
children and working with parents to develop positive home school links. Our small group work 
and the fact we teach every child every week enables our children to develop strong 
relationships with all our staff and not just their key workers.  
 
Below is some research around the quantity and quality of speech at different levels of 
development: 
 

 
 
 
Here is a diagram of different ways in which an adult can support children’s communication 
skills which we know you are already doing at home 
 



 
 

● OWL = Observe, wait and listen before entering your child’s play wso you do not hamper 
their language with closed questions but comment or ask meaningful questions which 
will enhance the play and language skills.  


