
This Month in the Library 

November’s Blog 

 

Book-et List launched! 

 

In their English lessons this month, students in the Senior School were given a 

booklet which compiles suggestions from staff of books they feel the students 

should read before they leave in Year 11.   The aim is to provide reading role 

models for students, whilst encouraging them to read more widely.  The list 

covers a range of books from classics to recent best-sellers, fiction to non-fiction, 

most of which are now available to borrow from the school library.  

 

Each month we are going to select one suggestion for the library blog.  This 

month, Mrs Loane tells us about her recommended read: 

 

Mrs Loane recommends…….   

'It was a bright cold day in April and the clocks were 

striking thirteen.' From the opening to the final 

sentence of the novel, Orwell creates a vivid picture 

of a bleak and dystopian society where people are 

robbed of any sense of individuality. Winston Smith, 

the protagonist, works in the Ministry of Truth 

where he alters documents for the government ; he 

is literally changing the facts to suit the 

government's latest propaganda. However, Winston 

hates all that the regime stands for and decides to 

covertly fight the system. As a thirteen year old I 

could not put the book down and the contents of 

Room 101 still disturb me to this day. An insightful, 

thought-provoking and prescient novel. Orwell is a 

genius and I recommend all his novels and his collection of short non-fiction 

stories called Shooting an Elephant and Other Stories.  



 

 

Book Group News 

 

This month saw the first meetings of our book groups.  Year 7 and 8 met on 

Monday 4th November to discuss Framed by Frank Cottrel-Boyce.  Here’s what 

Evie Askham thought of the book: 

 

Framed -  Book Review By Evie Askham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, in book group, we read Framed by Frank Cottrel -Boyce. This is the 

story of Dylan Hughes - the last boy in the small Welsh town of Manod. His 

parents run the Snowdonia Oasis Auto Marvel garage and when he is not trying to 

convince his sisters - Marie and Minnie - to play football, Dylan is in charge of the 

petrol log. That means he gets to keep track of everyone who comes in and out of 

Manod, including information such as: what car they drive, what their name is 

even  their favourite crisp flavour! But, when a peculiar convoy of lorries trundles 

up the misty mountain to a dilapidated mine, even Dylan is confused. Who are 

these people and what have they got to hide? 

 

I liked this book because it was funny and made me laugh so much and the 

characters seemed like actual people. My favourite character is Minnie because I 



like how she is the youngest in the family (apart from Max) and she is the most 

smart out of them all and I love her attitude and her personality. The book was 

written in a fun way and made me want to read more. It made me interested and 

the plot got better as I went on. I also enjoyed this because there are parts in the 

book where people look at paintings and it makes them feel extraordinary things. 

 

What I didn’t like about the book is the plot(s). During the book, there are 

different points in the story and you would think that is going to be the main plot 

but it might not be. Everytime a new point was mentioned, I kept asking,“Is this 

the main plot?” This made me confused when I was trying to enjoy the book and 

it might be the same for similar readers. Apart from this, I enjoyed the book. 

 

I would recommend this book to young children around the age of ten or eleven 

who enjoy fun and hilarious books. 

 

 

Jamaica Inn Book Review - By Alan Charles 

 

 

 

This term in Yr 9-10 book group we read Jamaica Inn 

by Daphne Du Maurier. This is the story of Mary 

Yellan who comes to live at Jamaica Inn with her 

aunt and uncle after the death of her mother. 

Jamaica Inn is surrounded by moorland; horses and 

carriages speed up as they pass by to avoid any 

chance encounters. When Mary Yellan first arrives 

at Jamaica Inn she meets her uncle, Joss Merelyn. 

On the first day Mary already realises that Jamaica 

Inn is not safe with her abusive, drunkard of an 

uncle and her broken Aunt Patience. Despite this Mary is determined to only 

escape with her Aunt Patience. However, will things actually go as planned? Is 

Joss Merelyn what he appears to be? Will Mary escape unscathed? 



 

What we really liked about the book was the sense of uncertainty in how Mary 

would be able to escape her predicament. From the start of the book,  Mary has 

essentially been in the same situation but as the story goes further she slowly 

discovers the bigger picture making the situation seem worse and worse. We all 

unanimously decided that our favourite character in the story was Joss Merelyn. 

His character was always mysterious throughout the story; at the beginning he 

was a violent drunk yet he was aware of that. As the story continues, he is seen as 

a cunning mastermind. The more we found out about him, the more interesting a 

character he became.  

 

What we didn’t like about the story was the amount of text that was seemingly 

unnecessary for the progression of the plot and wasn’t really interesting to read 

either. Throughout the story we would be presented with one tense, exciting 

scene followed by reading about a full day of Mary doing work in the farm. It was 

alright at first but later on, a lot of the excitement from the plot was taken away 

by text that was unrelated to the story. Despite this, it is still a good book and 

definitely worth reading. 

 

I would recommend this book to an older audience because in order to enjoy it, 

they have to be able to get through parts that are unrelated to the story and 

perhaps even enjoy that aspect of it. I would give this book a 7/10. 

 

 

Author of the Month 

This month’s author is Anthony Horowitz. With over 50 books written, Anthony 

Horowitz is one of the most popular reads on every book shelf. He is an English 

novelist and screenwriter, specialising in suspense and mystery. Many people 

associate him with his popular children’s series, Alex Rider; however he is a 

popular choice amongst adults too. Since 2001 he has written some stand-alone 

adult’s books, such as House of Silk. Also, he has written for the TV, working on 

ITV’s Agatha Christie’s Poirot and Midsomer Murders. He also created ITV’s 



Foyle’s War, Collision and Injustice, and the BBC series New Blood. The Alex Rider 

series is about a teenage spy, who is savvy, intelligent and outsmarts adults. The 

series was inspired from Ian Fleming’s James Bond, is estimated to have sold 19 

million copies worldwide and was made into a film in 2006.  

 

He is an avid film goer and he especially likes to watch suspense films, such as 

Alfred Hitchcock’s. Furthermore, he supports many children’s charities as well as 

being a board member at the Old Vic Theatre (in London). Horowitz has won 

many awards for his writing, including the British Book Awards Children's Book of 

the Year (2002), the Red House Children's Book Award (2003), the British Book 

Awards Children's Book of the Year (2004, 2005 and 2006), the Booktrust Teenage 

Prize (2008), the Booksellers' Book Prize (2008) and an OBE in 2014 for his 

services to literature. 

  

If you fancy reading one of these suspenseful but action-packed books, come to 

the library and borrow one! 

 By Lil 


