
Welcome to The “Book-et” List……. 
…..a selection of books you should read before you leave Westbourne 

- as recommended by your teachers! 

Mrs Loane recommends…….   

1984 by George Orwell 

'It was a bright cold day in April and the clocks were 
striking thirteen.' From the opening to the final sentence of 
the novel, Orwell creates a vivid picture of a bleak and 
dystopian society where people are robbed of any sense 
of individuality. Winston Smith, the protagonist, works in 
the Ministry of Truth where he alters documents for the 
government ; he is literally changing the facts to suit the 
government's latest propaganda. However, Winston hates 
all that the regime stands for and decides to covertly fight 
the system. As a thirteen year old I could not put the book 
down and the contents of Room 101 still disturb me to this 
day. An insightful, thought-provoking and prescient novel. 
Orwell is a genius and I recommend all his novels and his 
collection of short non-fiction stories called Shooting an 
Elephant and Other Stories.  
 
 
Ms Leyland recommends…….. 
 
Stephen King '11/22/63'. 

 
 It's a novel about a time traveller who attempts to prevent 
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, which 
occurred on November 22, 1963.  
 
The main character discovers a portal in his local diner and, 
with his friend Al, revisits the past to try and change the 
future.  
 
 



 
 
Miss Smith recommends ……  

The Catcher in the Rye by J D Salinger 

This is a book all about being a teenager and I think it’s 
best read when you are a teenager.  I first read it when I 
was about 16 and I loved it!  The main character is a 
disillusioned youth called Holden Caulfield who, at the start 
of the novel, has just been thrown out of his expensive 
private school in New York.  Scared to go home and face 
the wrath of his parents, he spends the next few days 
wandering the streets of the city, meeting an array of 
colourful characters and musing upon life.  Holden is an 
endearing character, an idealist who wishes he could 
change the world for the better and preserve people's 
innocence - he’d like to be “the catcher in the rye”. Though 
the slang may be a little dated now (it was written in the 
1950s), the colloquial style of the novel makes it an 
accessible read.  I would recommend that all Westbourne 
teens give this book a go! 

 
Mr Roberts recommends ……..  

100 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

One of the greatest novels of the 'boom' in 
Latin-American fiction, dense with symbolism and 
magical realism, the book tells the family history of the 
Buendía family and the founding of the fictional town of 

Macondo where the real blends unnoticed with the supernatural. Just as good in the 
translation if you're not feeling up to the Spanish! 

 

 



 

Dr Shirtcliffe recommends …. 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte and The Secret History by Donna 
Tartt 

I studied Wuthering Heights for A Level English literature and loved it. The 
dark, tragic nature of the love affair between Heathcliff and Cathy made a 
huge impression on my 17 year old self, so much so that I can still 
remember the quote: ‘Oh God, I cannot live without my life! I cannot live 
without my soul!’ 

I would also recommend The Secret History by Donna Tartt which I picked up by 
chance at a WH Smiths just before a long coach journey to Bath when I was a student. I 
was instantly gripped and the very long journey passed in a flash; I literally could not 
stop reading this book.  

 

Mr Davey recommends …….  

Animal Farm by George Orwell  and Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby 

I enjoyed Animal Farm as I really loved exploring the links to the Russian Revolution 
and the novel’s historical connections with this. Later on I saw the film "The Death of 
Stalin" which rekindled my interest in Russian stuff! 
 
I read Fever Pitch one summer, perhaps after finishing school. I'm not an Arsenal 

football fan at all but I loved the way in which 
Nick Hornby wrote about players, fans and his 
life and the culture of the time. It was new and 
refreshing to read alongside other dull football 
autobiographies of the 1980s. It was a new 
era for football and at the time was a very cool 
book! 
 



 

Mr Allison recommends ……  

Mountains of the Mind by Robert MacFarlane 

MacFarlane tracks how European attitudes to mountains 
have changed over the last 1000 years. Previous 
generations thought they were dangerous and evil, even 
grotesque, certainly to be avoided. Later, they were a 
source of wonder and inspiration, to be viewed from afar. 
Brave souls then came to climb and chart and 
domesticate, reporting and popularising these realms for the masses. The masses 
came seeking awe and the sublime, then conquest and adventure. He writes beautifully, 
charting how people's descriptions changed. The goal of the book centres on George 
Mallory who tried to be the first to summit Everest, dying on his 3rd attempt. What kind 
of cultural forces shaped his thinking so he regarded its ascent of such importance that 
he'd leave his wife and kids bereft? It's wonderfully written, historically interesting and 
really informative - especially interesting for those who love mountains and climbing. 

 

 

Mrs Pritchett recommends ….. 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather 
Morris 

It's a book that's stuck with me since I 
read it last year.  

The courage and hope in the most 
horrific circumstances is inspiring and 
you have to keep reminding yourself that 
it's based on the real story of a survivor. 

 

 



 

Mrs Day recommends ….. 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾ by Sue 
Townsend 

This hilarious chronicle of the many dramas and dilemmas of 
adolescence will leave you crying with laughter. Adrian as a 
character stands the test of time, and epitomises the 
awkward, anxious teenager. I still occasionally read it now for 
a bit of light entertainment well into my 30s! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Bell recommends …..  

Decline and Fall by Evelyn Waugh 

The book is a comedy/farce set in a small northern (Welsh) 
private school (sound familiar?) in the late 1920s. The main 
character is a young schoolmaster who is employed at the 
school as it is the only job he can get after being expelled from 
Oxford University. The story goes on to recount his ever more 
outrageous and ludicrous adventures, and is entertaining both 
for the comic talents of the author, and for the insights it gives 
into private school life early in the last century. It is interesting to 
compare the similarities and differences between such 
institutions then and nowadays. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mrs Loasby recommends ……  

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

To Kill a Mockingbird is a novel by Harper Lee published in 1960.  The plot and 
characters are loosely based on Lee's observations of her family, her neighbors and an 
event that occurred near her hometown of Monroeville, Alabama, in 1936, when she 
was 10 years old. The novel is renowned for its warmth 
and humour, despite dealing with the serious issues of 
rape and racial inequality. The narrator's father, Atticus 
Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers and 
as a model of integrity for lawyers.  

I really enjoyed reading this book as it was easy to read 
despite the gravity of some of the issues. It was probably 
easier to understand the issues because of the style the 
book was written in. The book really had an effect on 
me, as did the film. Gregory Peck was a perfect Atticus 
Finch. 

 

 

Mrs Lillywhite recommends ……  

Tuesdays with Morrie and The Five People You Meet in Heaven by 
Mitch Albom. 

I think the books written by Mitch Albom are amazing. They really 
make you think about life and give good life lessons. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monroeville,_Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_inequality_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atticus_Finch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atticus_Finch


 

 

Miss Baker recommends ………..  

Watership Down by Richard Adams and Call of the Wild by Jack 
London 

I read Watership Down in primary school. I love the many different 
rabbit characters and the strange rabbit language. The rabbits tell 
each other stories of mischief, which I enjoyed so much that I bought a 
separate book full of all the stories they tell each other. I also liked the 
fact that lots of other people my age found it scary but it didn't bother 
me at all.  

 

I read Call of the Wild in secondary school. I like the fact that this book 
shows what the natural world is really like. It’s not all fluffy bunnies and 
pretty things. It’s hard and you have to be tough to survive. It also 
taught me that life can be hard but there are good times too; sometimes you have to 
push through the hard times to get to the good. This is still one of my favourite books. 

 

 

Mr Beckett recommends ……  

The Godfather by Mario Puzo 

 

I hated reading at school and I only started reading for pleasure as an 
adult, when I could choose for myself. The first book that I remember 
enjoying,(couldn't put it down) was "The Godfather" by Mario Puzo.  It's 
a mafia/gangster book about life in a "family" showing, love and hate, 
loyalty and betrayal, order and chaos, generosity and greed,  and just 
about every aspect of human existence.  It also was the inspiration for 
just about every other mafia book and movie. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mr Bunton recommends …… 

Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall and The Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

 

Prisoners of Geography - I love this book; it has provided me with a framework to understand 
the international political-cultural now, and in the past. In what can seem, on the surface, a 
chaotic world, this grounds the turmoil in solid physical and human geographical features that 

determine long term objectives for many of the world's great 
nations. 

 

The Life of Pi - What would happen if you were stranded, 
adrift, on a small lifeboat, miles from help, with only a 
ferocious Bengali Tiger for company? Escapism at its best, 
this book is strangely plausible. The reader witnesses the 
account of an adult Canadian immigrant from India 
describing his journey to the Americas. Could this story 
really be true? I found myself transported into, what felt like 
a magical world, but also, to a radically different culture, 
through this book. It centres around the boy and his painful 
past and how great danger, and his relationship with his 
family, changes the person he is and the way that he sees 
himself in the world. 

 

 

 

Mr Farn recommends ……. 

Lots of things!! 

I would recommend anything by S G Maclean or C S Quinn if you like a detective/suspense 
read based around Cromwellian or restoration times; Ian M Banks if you have a wish to read an 
epic sci-fi filled universe of wonder.; Peter F Hamilton if you want a book that is going give 
SCI-FI the capitalisation it deserves; or Terry Pratchett if you are in the mood for light 
entertainment and a book which practically reads itself. 

I am reading a book by archaeologist David Rohl, who has re-ordered the regnal dates of 
pharaonic Egypt giving clear evidence of the Victorians’ propensity for getting the dating of the 
ancient world wrong! 

 

 



 

Further recommendations: 

 

Mr Brown recommends Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card, Smiley’s People by 
John Le Carre and Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton. 

 

Madame Hinchliffe recommends Notre-Dame de Paris de Victor Hugo. 
 

Mr Hicks recommends Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer. 

 

Mrs Rigby recommends Wonder by R J Palacio. 

 

Mrs Hales recommends The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamed. 

 

Mrs Foster-Major recommends Alone on a Wide Wide Sea and War Horse, both by 
Michael Morpurgo. 

 

Mr Motley recommends The History of Mr Polly by HG Wells. 

 

 


