
This Month in the Library - July’s Blog 
 
Year 6 Reading Spa 
 
Thank you to all the librarians who took on the role of bibliotherapists over the 
last few weeks.  You did a great job of interviewing the Year 6 students and 
recommending books to them.  Year 6s were delighted to receive their 
personalised reading lists. 
 

 
 
 
End of Term Picnic 
 
Westbourne Librarians ended the year with a celebratory picnic in the school grounds, 
where they discussed their upcoming reads for the summer whilst eating lots of cake! 
 
Here are some of the librarians’ recommended reads for the holidays: 
  
 

Genuine Fraud by E. Lockhart 
 

My summer reading recommendation is Genuine Fraud by E. Lockhart because of its unique 
style, fast-paced story telling and plot twists. The plot is about a con artist trying to climb up the 
social ladder. The story turns backwards and forwards in time, leaving the reader to piece 
together all the information about the crime. However, the characters develop and change 



throughout the novel, so you are never really sure who you can trust. It is a great read that will 
keep you guessing until the end. 
 
Recommended by Lily  
 

Geek Girl by Holly Smale 
 
I recommend you to read Geek Girl, by Holly Smale, over the holiday as it is a great story of a 
girl who accidentally becomes a model. While she balances out school, friends and work, 
Harriet tries to enjoy the most of her summer holidays. This is a wonderful book and an 
easy-read over the holidays! 
 
Recommended by Nell  
 

When the Curtain Falls by Carrie Hope Fletcher 
 
I would recommend you read When the Curtain Falls in the summer holidays if you are a theatre 
lover like me. I am still in the midst of reading it but I love it so much! It is the best book that I am 
reading at the moment and I can't wait to see what happens. I would highly recommend this 
book to people over the age of 12 xx xx 
 
Recommended by Erin 
 
 

The Dragonfly Pool by Eva Ibbotson 
 
I would recommend you to read The Dragonfly Pool by Eva Ibbotson over the holidays. The 
base of the story is about a young girl called Tally who is sent to a boarding school in Devon far 
from her home in London. When she goes to watch a film with her friend, she sees a travelogue 
which gives her a dream to go to Bergania. When she gets her chance to go, her trip turns into 
a mission to get the Prince of Bergania over to England without being caught by his father's 
killers. This is a great read will make you want to keep reading. 
 
Recommended by Saffy  
 
 
And finally, here’s a book review by Jack: 
 
Lore of Olympus is the modern retelling of the classic Greek myth brilliantly written 

about aspiring writer Rachael Smythe 

 

Genre: Romantic Fantasy 



 

Setting: A modern reimagination of Olympus 

 

Plot Summary: 
 In Olympus, Hades is the brother of Zeus, the 

king of Olympus because of this Hades is 

constantly outshined and compared to his 

egotistical brother. Hades is a solitary 

character, so he’s often left alone and going to 

his brother’s grand parties only to be pointed 

out that he’s alone again. So when his date says 

that she can’t come, he loses all interest in 

going to the party. He thinks about not even 

going to the party to spare the embarrassment 

of going to another party alone again, but fate 

has other plans 

 

What I liked about the novel: 
 My favourite aspect of the book is all the unique and compelling characters in the novel. 

The protagonist Hades is very relatable because we can relate to him being constantly 

outshined by his brother and we have at one point in our lives been outshined. 

Persephonie feels relatable because she’s a young and wants to fully explore the world of 

Olympus and we can empathise with because we were all like that at one point. 

Furthermore, the writer Rachael Smythe is very creative when some of the characters 

interact with each other, making almost every line sound interesting. This can be 

especially seen when we see the young energetic Persephonie interact with the stern and 

Stoic hades. 

 
What I didn’t like about the novel: 
 For me at least, the plot wasn’t very engaging to the average reader. Somethings in the 

book happened out of pure convenience or just for the sake of the plot. Another criticism 

would be the lack of urgency the book has, leaving some character motivations 

questionable and confusing. 

 

Final thoughts: Though the plot isn’t as engaging as it should be, Lore of Olympus 

presents many memorable characters and compelling motivations, with many emotional 

and fascinating moments.  

 



 
The librarian team would like to wish everyone a lovely summer.  They are 
looking forward to more exciting book-based events in September! 
 
Happy reading! 
 
 


