
 This week Mahsa Rahimi from Y10 focuses on Iranian film, 

The Salesman 
 
The Salesman is a 2016 drama written and directed by the academy award 

winning director of “A Separation”, Asghar Farhadi; starring Taraneh Alidoosti 

and Shahab Hosseini. 

It’s about a married couple [Emad and Rana] who perform Arthur Miller's play 

Death of a Salesman on stage, with Emad portraying Willy Loman and Rana 

playing Linda. Emad is also a popular instructor at a local school, where the 

youth joke about him being a "salesman." One night, their apartment begins to 

collapse and they flee the building with the other residents. Desperate to find a 

place to live, their fellow actor Babak secures another apartment for them, 

where a woman has recently moved out, although she left in a hurry 

abandoning numerous belongings. 

 

One night, Rana is home alone and begins bathing. When Emad returns, he 

finds she is missing and the bathroom is covered with blood. He rushes to the 

hospital, where he is informed by his neighbours about his wife's condition and 

is told to change the apartment's locks. It becomes apparent that Rana has not 

had an accident, but has been assaulted by an intruder. Emad also learns from 

neighbours that the previous tenant was a prostitute, who had conflicts with 

her clients. 

The incident leaves Emad determined to find the perpetrator over his wife's 

traumatized objections. 

 

In my opinion The Salesman is compelling from beginning to end. And using 

Arthur Miller's iconic play, The Death of a Salesman, works so well to comment 

on these character's dreams, failings, nobility and humanity. The Salesman is a 

foreign language drama film, originally filmed in Persian(also known as Farsi) 

however, it does have subtitles in various languages. This film is also an award 

winning film from the talented Iranian director. It has won 2 Cannes Film 

awards for best actor, and best screenplay. It also won an Oscar award for the  

Best Foreign Language Film in the Oscar ceremony, 26th February where he 

was absent and his friend, Anousheh Ansari, known as the first female space 



tourist, and Firouz Naderi, a former director of Solar System Exploration at 

NASA – represented him at the Oscars ceremony. 

 

 


