
This week Ewan Anderson and Alfie Askham write about 
Rocketman  and make some comparisons with Bohemian 
Rhapsody. 
 
 
What is Rocketman about? 
 
Rocketman (The 5th film by director Dexter Fletcher) is the tragically-uplifting story of 
Elton John (played by Taron Egerton). It recounts Elton’s life in a non-linear 
structure, beginning at the end of the film. This premise successfully builds intrigue, 
and leaves the audience imagining just what Elton has done to get himself into this 
situation. The film does a fantastic job showing Elton’s dissatisfaction with a life that 
many others would dream of; it shows a darker side to the world of extravagance 
and consumerism. Lavish parties and beautiful vistas are contrasted by visits to 
rehab and pool-side suicide attempts; Hoards of adoring fans are contrasted by 
Elton’s intense loneliness. Fletcher succeeds in putting a face to the icon, and 
showing us that even the most celebrated have to overcome adversity. 
 
In my opinion, Rocketman succeeds in almost every aspect of its storytelling. The 
film isn’t as concerned with realism as it is with crafting a compelling story, and fits 
more into the genre of a fantasy-musical than a conventional biopic. I believe this 
works, as Elton’s life is anything but conventional. Characters breaking into song 
every ten minutes is almost less absurd than the story presented, and it helps 
differentiate the film from other musical biopics.  
 
Taron Egerton, who previously acted alongside John in Kingsman: The Golden 
Circle, is fantastic in this film; while he isn’t a perfect double for Elton John, he is 
fantastic on his own merits, and embodies the spirit of Elton John, while adding his 
own flair to the story. 
 
The cinematography is great, and George Richmond shows a large amount of 
versatility in his compositions. He can portray a working-class housing estate, and a 
lavish mansion easily. He also helps sell the fantastical element of the film, and is 
responsible for a handful of impressively long takes. This constant energy and scene 
switching, helps show the franticity of Elton John’s life, and large periods of time can 
go by in a flash (parallelling the effects of his excessive drug use). 
 
Due to this, the film never drags.The constant pace helps keep the film exciting, and 
no scene ever drags on for too long. 
 



 While Bohemian Rhapsody chooses to focus on the larger setpieces, Rocketman 
focuses on less extravagant, but more emotionally impactful scenes. This works as, 
by the time we get to see a big performance, we have gotten to know John, and want 
him to succeed. I believe that Bohemian rhapsody did a poor job of humanising 
Freddie Mercury, and instead relies on his already established status. I went into the 
film knowing next-to-nothing about Elton John, and I felt that when I left the cinema 
 
 
In my opinion i think it is a good film and that is does spread the issue of artists and 
what could happen. I also think that the song are very nostalgic and heartwarming 
and really shows you what his life was really like and covers many different topics 
such as, coming out, being yourself and not changing because of the fame and the 
issues of the time. As well as this, it is a film that you must go see and it will really 
bring out your emotional side.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


