
The Library This Month - Student Blog 
 
March 2019 
 
Year 8 and 9 book group: 

This term we read The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob Wegelius. It has only just been 
released and has already won many awards, including the Young People's 
Literature Prize and the Mildred L. Batchelder award. One of the reasons we 
chose the book originally is because of the amazing reviews it has had already. 

 

In a nutshell the book is about a sailor who gets wrongly accused of a murder, 
and his friend, Sally Jones (who is also a sailor, and an ape)makes it her mission 
to prove his innocence. Throughout the novel, Sally Jones goes on many 
exciting adventures including travelling the world. 

At the end of the meeting, everyone votes to decide their rating of the book. 
The voting system for book groups is based on a mug of hot chocolate: 

-Empty (so you wouldn’t recommend or read again) 

-Half empty (it wasn’t the best) 

-Half full (It was ok) 

-Full (It was really good, and you would read it again) 

-Full with marshmallows and cream (It was the best thing you’ve ever read!) 

Overall, we voted it as a full mug, as we liked it on the whole, but some parts 
could have been improved. Everyone liked the characters and were pleasantly 
surprised by the plot as they were not sure at first how they would feel about 
the narrator being a gorilla. Some people said they felt like some of the time 



frames were rushed and certain characters needed more development, but on 
the whole we all liked it. 

(Lily) 

  

Author of the month: 

Recently, the library has started  ‘Author of the Month’. This means that every 
month we vote on an author, then display their books so everyone can have a 
read of the chosen author. So far, we have had Malorie Blackman for January 
(she wrote Noughts and Crosses; Boys Don’t Cry; Pig Heart Boy and many 
more) and Patrick Ness (author of Knife of Never Letting Go; Release; A 
Monster Calls; etc). March’s author is John Green. 

 

John Green is a young adult fiction author, who is perhaps most famous for the 
moving story of The Fault in Our Stars, which was 2012’s highest grossing 
novel. A few of his books have been made into films and are equally as 
popular. Some of his awards include the Michael L. Printz Award in 2006 and 
the best book written for teens in 2005 for Looking for Alaska, Edgar Award in 
2009 and Corine Literature Prize in 2010 for Paper Towns, and the Children’s 
Choice Book Award in 2013 for The Fault in Our Stars. Most of his books are 
about young adult experiences and real-life problems, like The Fault in Our 
Stars, which is about cancer, grief and how to deal with these problems. He 
based the main character (Hazel) on a girl he met at a Harry Potter convention. 
The book isn’t all sad though, as he writes it in such a way which shows you the 
up sides to life.   

John Green is a great YA author - why not come to the library and read one of 
his books for yourself!?! 

 



Year 7 Book Group  
 
Year 7 book group this month was a resounding success, with nearly all of our 
students enjoying our chosen book The Skylark’s War.  Many students loved 
reading a book set in WW1 which focused more on the impact of war on the 
young people left behind during this time.  We all agreed that there was a 
great range of interesting and believable characters in this novel and many of 
our female readers really related to the charismatic and determined 
protagonist, Clarry. All in all, it gained a vote of a “full mug of hot chocolate” 
from most of our readers.   
 

 
 
 
 

Carnegie Book Group begins! 
  
On Monday 25th March we held our first meeting for students involved in this 
year’s Carnegie Book Award shadowing scheme.  Our group of readers, known 
as The Westbourne Bookworms, will meet on a weekly basis over the next few 
months to discuss books from the Carnegie Book Award short list.  This week, 
students in Year 7-10 stocked up on novels to read over the Easter break! We 
look forward to receiving their first batch of reviews after the holidays.   
 
 
 
 


