
The Hurt Locker 
 
 
 
There is an opening of this quote which 
cuts the the second picture of ‘War is a 
drug.’ This is an insight into Sgt James’ 
character, who seems to be addicted to his 
job of a bomb disposal. It gives him an 
adrenaline rush but it could also have a 
political meaning about US foreign policy. 
Especially after 9/11. A non diegetic sound 
of a man talking begins. 
 
 
Then It cuts to a low angle shot of a bomb 
disposal robot’s camera, which looks 
ultra-authentic as it’s CCTV style picture 
which breaks up on its journey. In the 
background you can hear the diegetic 
sound of the robots wheels but also the 
non diegetic sound of a man speaking in 
Arabic possibly because of this movie 
being around Iraq.  
 
Then we cut to a tracking shot of the robot 
that hardly lets the audience to take in what 
we are seeing. Using this type of camera is 
to instil a feeling of ‘immediate, raw and 
vital’ chaos in the situation.  
 
 
 
 
It then cuts to a series of four shots of the 
local people being evacuated that takes us 
away from the close up danger which is 
into the wider feeling of disruption and 
panic of the scene. There is a handheld 
camera they are using in this scene which 
creates an effect which makes the camera 
movement jerky and nervy. This creates an 
agitated, anxious atmosphere as well as 
sense of immersion. It also makes the 
watcher like they are there like they are the 

‘forth viewer.’ Between the 3rd and 4th shot there is a 180 degree rule where they are using 



to not make the audience feel disorientated 
(confused). There is a caption of ‘Baghdad’ is 
a place in Iraq which has a large population, 
making it the largest in Iraq. It isn’t a very 
safe place to go and looking from these shots 
it does say that by the mise-en-scene of the 
broken cars that look like they have been 
caught on fire or vandalised. However, 
looking for how many people are running 
away it looks like they know what is going off 
but for how many times it has happened it 
seems ‘normal’ to them.  


