
Film Studies is now in its second year at Westbourne and is a popular option subject. 
Each week we plan to write about films we enjoy. This week Alfie Askham, in Year 
10, writes about his passion for horror films. Did you know the first horror film was Le 
Manoir du Diable right back in 1896?  
 
Why I like horror films  
 
By Alfie Askham 
 
 
What got me into horror and what I like 
about it?  
 
When I first started enjoying horror was 
when I was 14. I first started watching quite 
tame films and started to go for the scarier 
variety. After this is started to watch more 
and more and as with other films and hobbies, I got hooked! As well as 
this I used to be afraid of everything and I couldn't watch anything, 
however, I suddenly was intrigued and if you are considering watching 
them, I would do what I did because you don't want to jump into the 
deep end and terrify yourself.  
What I like about horror films is how the antagonists hide their identities 
by wearing a mask, for example, Jason Voorhees from the Friday The 
13th franchise. I like how they are very strange and mysterious but in a 
way that you want to make you watch them again and learn more about 
them. There is a sense of enigma about their identities and you keep 
guessing who will be their next victim! Also I like how when you go to 
the cinema to watch them you will always be on edge and want to know 
what will happen and if they will survive etc. Numerous horror films have 
jumpscares which I hate but I think that if you like them you should keep 
watching them over and over and you will get used to them. Did you know that 
the first full length silent horror film was Nosferatu and 
some of the special effects were achieved with stop motion 
animation.  
 
What are my favourite horror films?  
 
Personally, I have many favourite but just to list a few, i like 
the Friday the 13th franchise, A Nightmare On Elm Street, 
and the new film Split, which I would really recommend. 
However, other people have different opinions, for instance I 



like slasher horror ( with knives) and some people like possession films like the 
famous Exorcist. There are so many films that you will enjoy. Obviously they need to 
be age appropriate. 
 
 
 


