
Film Studies blog. Lily Lidster in Y10 writes about a black and white masterpiece from 1956. 

Lily has been studying this as part of her GCSE in Film Studies. 

 

 

Invasion of the Body Snatchers: 

  

The first film we studied in Film Studies is Invasion of the Body Snatchers. The film was 

almost called ‘The Body Snatchers’ but it sounded too similar to another film called ‘The 

Body Snatcher’ (1945). Before the producers decided on the title, other ideas include: ‘They 

Come From Another World’; ‘Better Off Dead’; ‘Sleep No More’; ‘Evil In The Night’ and 

‘World In Danger’. At a first glance, Invasion of the Body Snatchers is a sci-fi film about 

emotionless replicas of humans which take over and replace the original humans. These 

aliens burst out of pods, which grow in the victim’s houses, and take over when the 

characters sleep. It is set in Santa Mira, which is a small fictional town in America, which is 

surrounded by idyllic hills. This is deliberate as it paints the perfect American town in the 

American Dream, which the audience soon realises isn’t as perfect as it originally seemed. 

However, when you dive into the film, you realise that the whole story is an allegory for 

something bigger. 

  
Like a lot of people, when I first watched the film, I had no idea what an allegory was or how 

the film represented something else. An allegory (which I quickly learned) is a story that has 

two layers, on one tier it is the sci-fi film which I have already explained. However, on 

another layer it is scaring and warning the audience about the threat of Communism. The 

‘50s was the era for McCarthyism and the Red Scare, which is when the film was made. The 

term ‘McCarthyism’ comes from General Joseph McCarthy’s practice, which is seen as 

anti-communist activities today. During the McCarthy era, lots of Americans were accused 

of being communists or communist sympathizers. Numerous committees were established 

to fight communism including HUAC stands for the House of the Un-American Activities 

Committee. The HUAC was known for their “Communist Witch Hunts” as they were known 

for investigating and accusing many people of being a Communist. Some of the main targets 

were people who worked for the government, people in the entertainment business, 

teachers and labour unionist. The people who were accused were mainly people that were 

in the public eye. Some of the evidence used to accuse people were often inconclusive, 

questionable and sometimes even exaggerated. These accusations caused loss of 

employment, destruction of their careers, imprisonment or in some cases suicide. Later, 

most of the trial evidence was overruled, as it was declared that some actions weren’t 

illegal, and the ruling may have been corrupted. One of the accused included Walt Disney, 

who later gave names to the HUAC and accused others of being Communists. The aliens 

represent the threat of Communism as they take over when you least expect it, and as the 

main character-Dr Miles Bennell-soon finds out, your friends might even become 



Communists too.  This allegory would frighten the audience and make the audience 

immediately dislike the aliens, and it was used to make the antagonists even more sinister. 

 
 

(Red Scare poster on left, General Joseph McCarthy next, HAUC poster and Walt Disney on the right) 

 
 
As soon as you learn about the allegory throughout the film, you will begin to link this to lots 

of different ideas. This ties in with the way characters are presented, and the setting for the 

plot. For example, the main character: Miles Bennell. Throughout the film he wears a suit, 

even as he is running for his life. His tidy attire shows the audience how he is trustworthy, 

intelligent, educated and a valued member of society. 

 
(Becky Driscoll played by Dana Wynter on left and Dr Miles Bennell played by Kevin McCarthy on right) 

 
 

I really enjoyed this film because the film has more to it than you would first expect when 

you first watch it. I would recommend watching it because of this, and after I studied it I 

have started to appreciate the lighting and camera shots in more films. For example, after 

you watch it, you will realise that Miles is always in the centre of the shots, as he is the main 

character and Becky is always behind him as she is seen as inferior (the context is that 

women were seen as less important in the ‘50s). Also, it was really interesting to learn about 

the context of the McCarthyism era and the Red Scare, and it may change your views on 

some of the celebrities from the 1950s. 

By Lily Lidster 


